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Miwa fer: DEDICATION 


It gave me great pleasure to write the History of Jerico and 
Jacksonville Township and to travel again the road of pleasant me- 


mories of fine people and hospitable homes, of places of love and 
youthful experience. 


People of the midnight sun cr from the green island, they were 
the most noble people I ever met in my life and purchased my heart 
by their goodness, many have gone to their reward but who never 
will be forgotten: 


We dedicate this issue to the old pioneers who made Jackson- 
ville Township and Jerico, as also the untiring workers and most 
beloved by the people, Rev. Tjernagel, Father Sampson, Rev. Fin- 
stadt, the Knutson’s, Roberson’s, Robinson’s, Anderson’s, and John 
son’s as also the Commerford’s, Whalen’s, Ralph’s ani Weigel’s, to 
name only a few. 


We hope this booklet brings you as many pleasure hours of rea- 
cing as it gave me joy in writing it. 


Bill Brueckel 
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fhe English, Irish, Germans, Norwegians 


‘1852 


Ninety-eight years ago the first 
settlers came in the community later 
ca.led Jerico, they we-:e English sait- 
lers which later were replaced by 
the Norwegians. One of the earliest 
settlers of the community was Fran- 
cis Dane who lived on a farm now 
Corupued by Jonn O, Knutson he 
came to the place in 1852 from V>r- 
mont. Francis Dane was a Republican 


who addressed the public often and - 


for a number of years served as a 
member of the board of supervisors 
He also is the father in the naming 
of Jerico when in 1887 a postoffice 
was established in the Landon store 
Other notable characters were Peter 
Johnson for the Norwegians, Pat 
Commerford for the Irish and Fred 
Heimerdinger for the Germans. 


i848 


Dr. David Dale Owen wrote in 
his report t~ the commissioner of the 
General Land Office in the year 
1848 describing the geology of Jack- 
sonville Township “The geologist 
who undertakes to investigate the 
vast prairie country of the Mississi- 
ppi Valley must be provided with no 
common share of patience and per- 
severance he must-be content to tra- 
vel for half a day together without 


seeing aught but rich black soil, 
civered as far as the eye can see- 
even c.oown to the very edge of the 
small streams with a thick and high 
grouth of grass with perhaps a 
faint outline of timber cutting the 
distant horizon. He must be pre- 
pared to wade swamps, to _ ierd 
streams waist deep or in times of 
freshets to plunge and breast the 
current, ne must not shrink beneath 
a boiling sun, even without a bush 
to casc a faint shadow over an o- 
ccasional resting place, he must think 
himself fortunate if he can reach at 
night a few shattered oaks to replen- 
ish his fire, and boil his camp ket- 
tle, and he may consider it a spec- 
ial instance of good luck if in re- 
turn he can catch a glimpse of a 
rock exposure once or twice a day 
He may travel for days together with 
out lighting on any object more in- 
teresting than a hilock of the prairie 
dog, or the broad lair of the Bison. 

The conditions under which the 
work of David Dale Owen was 
writing has quite changed, The far- 
mers have planted their groves, 
while improved roads and well con- 
structed bridges relieve the travler 
almost wholly from wading the 
creeks, 
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Histery of Jerico and Jacksonvi\e Township 


CHAPTER II 


Organization of Jacksonville 
Township in 1858 


In the organization of Chickasaw 
County, a section in the north east 
corner of the county, an area com- 
prising one fourth of the county was 
established as one of the five election 
districts of Chickasaw County. To 
this large division oft he county the 
Euphonious name of Obispo was giv- 
en, it composed of Congressional 
Township 96-14 and 97 Range 11 and 
12. The boundaries of Obispo Dis- 
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of limestone developed on the Iowan 
drift, with some sandy tracts found 


near the creeks and rivers. The val- 
leys are so universally distributed a- 
long streams that it seems scarcely 
necessary to do more in discussing 
their disiribution, than simple to 
mention fact, Near Jerico the Crane 
Creek Valley gravels take the form 
of fairly well defined terraces. 

The township is well watered by 
springs, Crane and Plum Creek and 
the Little Wapsie. Thec rane is the 
main c:2ek of the Township it springs 


Crane Creek touk its name from a large wading bird which were 
‘ound in large number there. An open creek at Jerico it becomes 
lined with high bluifs and isa sizable river east of Alpha. 


trict remained without change until 
the year, 1858. At the March term 
of he County Court in 1858 an order 
was made designating congressional 
township 96 and _ south half of 
of Township 97, range 12 as a new 
Township under the name of Jack- 
sonville. . 

Jacksonville Township made up 
the central northern part of Chick- 
asaw County and is divided into 54 
square miles if we want to travel 
around the township in the east 
and by New Hampton Township in 
the south, it has at otal acreage of 
34,009.64 acres. Over most of the 
Township the soil is rich deep black 
loam, mized with weather fragments 


up northeast of Riceville in Howard 
County and flows in its course almost 
the entire length of the township into 
the Turkey River. 
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Orginglly there was a growth of 
timber along the streams. This tim- 
ber was not of larg, growth and not 
of the kind to manuyacture or make 
lumber, but it served the early set- 
tlers with a good purpos, in the sup- 
ply of fuel, and for building their 
primitive cabins and for rails witn 
which to fence their land. Some of 
the timber is nearly all gone. 


The township is well supplied with 
an abundance.of pure wholesome 
water. There are not many springs 
in the township conipared wi.h some 
other regions of our state, but good 
well water is readly fund on every 
farm. In a well near Jerico the lime- 
Stone is reached at a depth of 221 ft. 
and at Jerico itself, for example, 
water is obtained on any of the resi- 
dences lots or farms by simple dri- 
ving points into the gravel to the 
depthof from 14 to 25 feet, and hey 
get unfailing supplies of god drink- 
ing water. 


The native grasses that originally 
grew in abundanc, on the prairie 
land afforted sustenance for stock of 
the early settlers, and this grass still 
grows in great abundance on the un- 
cultivated lands, affording advanta- 
ges for stock raising, a business in 
which the farmers of the township 
are largely engaged. 


Agriculture is the most important 
industry of th, township and in sum 
mary on he whole there is no part 
of Iowa more favored in the matter 
of soils than Chickasaw County, and 
also the farms of Iowa are worth 
more than all the Gold and Silver 
mines in America. 
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Chapter II 
Towns of Jacksonville Township 
Jerico 1856 


The first settlers who bought land 
in this region were Yankee’s trom 
the New England states who came 
as early as 1853. 


History points back to an old sett- 
ler named Geo. Greene who bought 
land from the government in the year 
1856 where now the town of Jerico 
is located. Later on Norweigian, Ger- 
man and Irish settlers moved into 
this region, coming mostly from the 
state of Wisconsin. 


1869 


In the year 1869 Peter Johnson 
and his brother Tolaf purchased land 
from John Badgley and later built a 
blacksmith shop on the corner where 
the Jerico Tavern now stands. This 
Was the very first business building 
and the beginning of the town of 
Jerico.. 


1887 


J, Landon built a store on the 
other corner opposite of the black- 
smith shop. This building was used 
both for store and residence, later 
Mr. Landon built a residence on the 
southside of the road accross from 
his store. 


Feed Mill Built 


In the same year a feed mill was 
built by Loui Sandborn southwest 
of the residence of the Lando’s, later 
the mill was sold to Fred Sherward 
of New Hampton and George Heil- 
burger of Lawler. In 1899 Martin 
Nelson and Tom Otteson bought the 
plant, until 1903 the business was 
discontinued on account of poor cir- 
cumstances. 
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Naming of Jerico 


There was an old settier two miles 
east of the present town of Jerico 
who had purchased land from the 
government in 1852, His name was 
Francis Dane. At that time a post of- 
fice was established in the Landon 
Store 1887 and he gave that office 
the name Jerico. At that time the 
town of Little Turkey was knowy as 
New Jerusalem and it is believed 
that this fact influenced Dane to 
name the new town Jerico. 


Jerico Postoffice 1287 


Twice a week mail was hauled 
from Lawler by the Postmater of 
Jerico to his oflice, three postinas.ers 
seived the office, the first one being 
J. Landon, followd by Charley Com- 
meriord and the third and last post- 
master was P. J. Commerford who 
discontinued the office in 1912 after 
after the establishment of freg rur- 
al routes by the government and the 
postmaster itself. The longest terms 
of postmastership held P. J. Com- 
merford who told of many hardship 
trips in hauling mail in the winter 
time, People came as far as Lourdes 
and near Alta Vista to get their mail 
here and east of Reilly Ridge. It was 
very very difficult to handle the 
mail at that time reports Pat Com- 
merford because so many parties 
went by different names there were 
Soren Johnson, Ellestad Johnson, 
Store Knut, Blinde Knut, Soren Knut 
Polsa Knut and Jetmund Knut. There 
were also the Olies, Jetmund, Ole, 
Andews Ole, Jimes Ole and Albert 
-Ole. The_post inspector came twice 
a year. 


When they cracked the Safe 
jin the Post Office 


When they cracked the safe in the 
Post Office. In the year 1893 there 
was a world fair at Chicgo and Pat 
Commerford being postmaster 
Jerico at that tim, had left to attend 


Te" 


the fair. The cream checks were al- 
Ways cashed at the store and the 
money was sent from New Hampion 
to cover those checks and was de- 
posited for safe keeping in the safe, 
there were some thieves that pryed 
the west window and cracked the 
safe they took $350.00 from the safe 
but they didn’t get the money for 
the cream checks which was usual 
dispatched from the Second National 
Bank of New Hampton, because the 
money arrived one day late. 


New Store in 1889 


J. Landon built another store east 
of the .1st one, a two story stvucvure 
in Which the upper part was used as 
living quarters, The store was owned 
by several storkeepers, Clare Will- 
iamson followed Landon then Char- 
ley Leonard of Lawler, Ed P. John- 
son, Tom Molloy, Henry Gilbert, 
Carl Amble, Joe Ralph, Glenn Ralph 
Zack Kapler, after his death his wife 
Stella Kapler and their son and 
daughter Richard and Gladies Kap- 
ler after which it came in possession 
of the present owner George Weigel. 


From a Needle to a Washing Machine 


Pat Commerford tells about the 
country store of Jerico which he 
conducted for 41 years, to be the 
leading center for gathering during 
the evening and the hot stove leagues 
The present day generation has only 
vague ideas of winters 30 or 40 
years ago. According to the octoge- 
narians and with an air of certainty 
the old timers will relate vivid tales 
some pertaining to their walking 
through drifted areas with the ther- 
mometer hovering far below the 
zero mark. 
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History of Jerico and Jacksonville Township 


! ONE DAY FOR. . 
TEN MILES WALK 

It would take a full day to com- 
plete a journey. of ten or fiitoen 
miles, in order to obiajn ihe weexs 
supply of groce.ies. Goods or 1.er- 
chandise was first shipped to Lawler 
for Jerico but later New ifampton 
was selected and this trip was made 
four times a week. Pat Com -nerford 
neld a team of hofses specially tor 
this and the trip to take a day, Mr, 
Commerford stated that he = sold 
about a car load of sugar and a car 
load of flour. Customers came to the 
Jerico store of about a nine mile 
circle, they paid their store bills 
about once in a year and that was 


after threshing time. 
41 Years, a $tsrekeeper 
Pat Commerford, Mike Whalen 


and Mary Whalen were the most 
noted persons of Jerico. Pat Com- 
business, Mike Whalen jn the Hall 
and Stallion business and Mary 
Whalen in the boarding business. 
' After the establishment of the rural 
mail routes, the majl carricr of New 
Hampton, Route 1, Orie Hutchinson, 
and New Hampton, Route 4, Mr. 
Hill stopped for dinner at the Wha- 
len place and rested their teams, 


Story of Pat Cummerford 
(came from freland) 


“My father and mother, both came 
from Ireland, my mother from 
County Kaben and was horn a Gal- 
ligan, my father arrived here at 
Boston in 1849 and later moved to 

Wisconsin and made his home in 
Racine, married my mother, Mary 
Galligan, To this union 7 boys and 
1 girl were born, namely. Charley, 
John, Terrance, James, Pat J., Eu- 
gene, and Martheaus.. My! father 
after living a few years in Racine. 

‘ Wise., moved to Iowa and settled 
on a farm near where Reilly Ridge 
is now located, he came to Iowa in 
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- 1854 and it is claimd that he built 


the first house in Utica township, 
which consisted of shed-like inhab- 
itation, made out of logs. My cad 
no.resteaded qa hundred-sixty acrcy 
of land. HeH did his marketing in 
an hauled his grain to McGregor by 
ox team, it required a week to make 
the trip. The family shared in all 
the hardship and _ privations inci- 
dent to setilement upon the frontier 
and father periormed the ardeous 
task of developing the wild land and 
conyerting it into a good farm, As 
the years passed, he prospered and 
aiter some time built a modern 
home and became the owner of a 
well improved farm property, one 
its first in the township. He also 
extended the boundaries of his place 
by additional purchase ontil he had 
two hundred and torty acres of land, 
of which he afterwards donated fif- 
teen acres to the Catholic Church, 
and upon that tract has been erecied 
the present handsome church edifice 
that now stands at Reilly Ridge.” 


ton McGregor on Skies 


“There was one time when much 
sickness was at Reilley Ridge and no 
doctor and store was closer than Mc- 
Gregor. It was in the winter time, 
and it happened to be one of those 
old-fashioned winters, stormy and 
drifting and the people were suffer- 
ing. Mr, Cummerford found a heart 
and took a pair of skies and went to 
McGregor, a distance if 65 miles with 


‘out stopping, returning the next day 


with groceries and medicine for. the 
sick, My father was a very religious 
man and was ready to help and died 
at an early age of fifty-four, He was 
buried in the old cemetery across 
from the present church awaiting 
resurrection day.” 
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When | Worked on the Farm 


When my father died I was a boy 
of about 12 years of age and I and 
my brother Charley tock up the du- 
ties in cultivating the home farm 
which was done until the year 1692 
when I moved to Jerico. 


Why Pat Ddn’t Like Milk 


People often have wuendered why 
Pat didn’t like milk—well here it is, 
ONe time when Fat was working on 
the tarm he was engaged in bindn: 
t1u.n on the giound, it was a terivle 
hot day and he was leit alone in the 
field, and there was no water ei. her 
to be able to quench his thirst, so 
he went to a neighbor and here ihe 
woman gave him a bowl of cold milk 
which tasted very good to him, but 
when he came back to the field he 
became ill with cramps in his sto- 
mach and became so sick that he 
laid down in the fieid where his 
folks found him. Since that time he 
was done drinking milk. 


When They RobbeJ the Store 


In the year 1897 some individu- 
als who slept in Welches barn right 
south of Jerico and the next morn- 
ing bought a lunch in Pat’s store. 
They returned the next night and 
entered the store with skeleton keys. 
They stole 27 pairs of shoes and 
some other goods. Pat notified the 
Sheriff of New Hampton who was 
at that time Charley Schnurr and at 
once a search was made _ for’ the 
thieves. Mr. Mommerford and Mr. 
Schnurr .searched for two weeks and 
finely tracked a clue to Jackson 
Junction where pedlers were sel- 
ling shoes. Those pedlers had a 
room in the hotel filled with stolen 
goods and here was also where Pat 
recognized some of his goods, shoe 
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boxes with his usual markings. Pat 
also met one of his friends on the 
street wearing a new pair of shoes, 
inquiring where he had purchased 
thos, shoes. Pat and the sheriff laid 
for those peddlers and finally was 
caught near Protivin and sentenced 
to five years in the peniteniary. 


Fourth of July Ce‘ebrtion 


Fourth of July celebrations were 
always held formerly in Jerico and 
boweries were built near the Tollaf 
Johnson’s Blacksmith shop on the 
corner where later the Lincoln House 
was built by Mr. Brueckel as also 
bowexies were buiit near Crane 
Creek. Ole and Jack Johnson were 
the tiddiers for the occasions, At 
that time there were big gatherings 
speeches were delivered, Fred Kich- 
mann and others made speeches. 
People came from all over the coun- 
uy. At the last fourth of July ccele- 
bration spcnssred in Jerico, people 
experienced quite a novelty, they 
had a ride in the first automobile 
ever owned by a citizen in this sec- 
tion, John Finegan. People amused 
themselves better in those days and 
was more true to each other. 


When Pat Took a Wife 


When Pat made a nice path be- 
tween Jerico through the field to the 
Welches farm he thought it may be 
just as well to get married. So he 
took Mary Welch as his better half 
and what a wedding they had. The 
New Hampton Courier made the fol- 
lowing report about their wedding. 
About seven hundred guests were at 
the Commerford-Welch wedding 
P. J, Commerford and Miss Mary 
Welch were united in marriage at 
the St. Ignatius Church at Reill; 
Ridge, Tuesday morning, Octobe: 
29th, 1901. This was probably one o! 
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the largest weddings ever held in 
the county, There being about 700 
_ present out of the 500 families invi- 
ted. After the ceremony at the 
/church a wedd.ng feast that lasted 
/all day and all night wes spread ai 
the home of Mrs. Thos. Weich, mo- 
ther of the bride. Two beefs and a 
, couple of hogs furnished part of the 
, food for the invited guests. In the 
evening a ball was.given in the hall 
at Jerico where fing music was fur- 
nished, During the day the Cresco 
Band furnished the music, 


Founding of the Creamery 
1890 


Before the erection of a creamery 
at Jerico cream was gathered by 
-teams from the farmers of the vi- 
cinity and brought to Cresco by Mr. 
Thompson and Mr. Johnson, In 1890 
Messers FrFancis Dane, Nelson, 
'Charley Miller, W. P. Reed, Charley 
-Commerford, Mike Welch, John 
| Ralph, T. N. Reilly and Andre Wei- 
gel were the organizers of the Jeri- 
/co Creamery Farmers Association, 
-which is now one of Chickasaw Co. 
‘strongest organizations, 


FIRST CREAMERY 


The first creamery was a frame 
-puilding erected north ‘of town on 
_a lot licensed from Andrew Braham 
and the first buitermaker who was 
in charge of same was H, J. Candy 
of Lawler. There were about 85 
members who from a very large ter- 
-ritory, as, Saude, Lawler and Reilly 
‘Ridge were hauling cream to this 
creamery. | 


OTHER BUILDINGS 


| Later a lot was purchased from 


| Andrew Braham on the west-end of 
‘the town and a creamery was estab- 
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lished facing ncrth and south, also a 
home for the buttermaker was built. 


FIRE DESTROY’S CREAMERY 


At about the noon hour on August 
20, 1919 the Jerico Creamery was 
destroyed by fire which supposed to 
have originated in the engine room, 
thirteen tubs of butter and a scale 
were all that was saved. The build- 
ing and equipment represented a 
value of $6,000 which was covered 
by an insurance of $3,500, The board 
of directors immediately held a 
meeting and decided to erect a fire- 
proof builing at a cost of $10,000 
and while the creamery was being 
built cream from Jerico was sold to 
the Whalen Creamery at Elma. 


NEW CREAMERY 


The new creamery which was 
erected in the fall of 1919 and spring 
of 1920 by John Weers of Elma at 
a cost of $16,000 is one of the finest 
and most up-to-date butter factor- 
ies in the state of Iowa. The cream- 
ery is built of brick and hollow tile, 
making it absolutely fireproof. The 
machinery is all new and the equip- 
ment in general is far ahead of the 
machinery in a average town. 


~ . 


BUTTERMAKERS 


Many buttermakers have served 
the Jerico creamery and those of 
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the best known are H. J. Candy, 
John Finegan, J. P, Kelly, Bill Nel- 
son, Alfred Robinson, Orvil Lands- 
werk and the present buttermaker 
is Mr. Qualley. Last year, 1949, the 
creamery done qa business of $104, 
754.32 and a total of 164,140 pounds 
of butter were manufactured that 
year, Luman Gilbert is President, 
Theodore Knutson, vice President, 
Linus Quirk, John Amble and Theo 
G. H. Haugen, Directors. 


Jerico jn the Saloon Time 


~-bOMmE time ago Jerico.was a very 
lively place and all kinds of fire 
walter was served by Mike Whalen 
and Chris Kirschmann. : 

A license was not required at that 
time to operate a saloon, it could 
remain open as long as the owner 
wished, consequently the dgors were 
open on Sundays. Pool tables and 
dinning chairs and tables could al- 
so be found in the saloon, they were 
a sociable family meeting place par 
terned on a European style, 

1890 


At the same time when the Jerico 
creamery was organized Chris 
Kirschmann built a store where now 
Nelson’s garage is Jocated and in 
1891 a man named Tom Thompson 
was in charge, ; 

First Saloon 

In 1891 Mike Whalen started the 
first saloon in Jerico, building a 
shack-like shelter which later was 
used a chicken house, 

1893 

In 1893 Chris Kirschmann changed 
his store into a sajoon, making bet- 
ter money gelling 1ire water, he also 
¢onnected his saloon with a Billiard 
Hall. This being the first Billiard 
Hall in Jerico, 
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~.~Kelly and Glass became the own: i 


ers of Kirschmann’s saloon and bil- 
liard hall and in the same year John 
and Mike Whalen built another buil- 
ding which was standing east of the 
present garage. The basement was 
used as a saloon and operated by 
Mike Whalen and the building was 
used by John Whalen, his brother as 
a store. 


Jerico In Its Prime 


In the year 1894 there were in Jer_ | 


ico three stores, two saloons, one bil- 
liard hall, ne creamery, ne church, 
one blacksmith shop, one feed mill, 
one post office and five residences. 
Th saloons were closed in 1897. 


1931 


After a span of 34 years beer was 
again sold in Jerico off the premisses 
by Zack Kapler who secured a beer 
A permit. In 1940 a tavern was es- 
tablished on the corner going north 
in a building which had been crected 
by William Brueckel, by Chuck Glea- 
son, the tavern was owned by sev- 
eralowners and is still located there 
with a billiard hall in connection. 


Irvin Oleson Built Residence 


Irvin Oleson, a carpenter by trade 
built a residence east of the present 
Mike Weigel residence, this was the 
second residence built in Jerico and 
Mr. Oleson sold this residence to 
Iver Dahlen which in 1893 became 
the property of Miss Mary Whalen, 
who used the building to serve meals 
and as living quarters for her and 
her brother Mike, After her passing 
the building was purchased by An- 
drew Thrundson who is still in poss 
session of the building. 
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Rev John I. Mos gs 
3869 --- 1889 


The First House of Worship in Jerice 


In the year 1892 the first house of 
worship wag erected by the Luth- 
eran of the cgmmunity and Rev, 
Moses was jin charge of the congre~ 
gation. Before registering the hig- 
tory of the Lutheran Church in Jer 
jcO we must go back to 1865, 


Banished By The Indians 


There were ten familjes expelled 
by the Indians who had thier homes 
at Yankton, South Dak. who came 
to this gection in the year 1865, They 
were Ole Anderson, Thor Halverson, 
Sjur Toerbjoerenson, Hans and Otto 
Olegon, Christieg Oleson, Jetmen E. 
Knutson, Michael Munson, Hellegn 
Matheots and Mikel Skare. All these 
families came from CGogteydahlen, 
Norway and thanks to the ten fami- 
lies named above the Norwegian 
settlement wag made at Jerico and 
community, 


1867 


Not Yong after the settlement of 
the above familles was organized by 
Dr. V. Koren who was doling miss- 
jonary work during these times. The 
first relighous report was mude In 
the year 1807 at the tlme sixty con- 
firmed tmembers belonged to the 
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congregation, together with Little 
Turkey until the year 1868 when a 
call was attended by J. T, Moses 
who served as pastor for twenty 
years, 


Dr V weren 
18.4 -—— 1869 
Tne Mégsuhions 1888 


About the year 1888 gq doetorine 
controfer¢e eoncerning the call con- 
versition and eleetion was raging in 
the Norwegian synod to which 
church body the congegatioy belong~ 
ed. In thoge dogtoring questions the 
majority of the Norwegian Synod 
agreed with the German Mesurion 
Synod and therefore was called Mes- 
urion Synod, 
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Jetmen E. Knutson’s Log Cabin 


Was the scene of many religi us 
gatherings in the young days of .~_- 
rico, here young peosle met \.iih 
their large family which was de Ji- 
cated to the love of God. They fa ej 
ihe hard pioneer davs and reai.d 
their children to be right with tne 
world, a neig..uvor of rrancis vaie 
wey served their community weil. 
The Knu-s_n’s* had lett Cedar Fa ls 
wnere .liszy nad made good moncy 
and can.e up here only for one rea- 
son to giv their chilren a better 
christian training. Note in the pic- 
ture below how Mrs. Nnutson 
holding the family bible. 


is 


Mr. ard Mrs, Jetmen Knutson 
The Mesurions 


At a pastor conference in Decorah, 
Iowa a document was drawn up 
_ Stating the majority of the pastors. 
Rev. Moses signed these documents 
and professions under the question 


above mentioned. At a meeting of 
the congregation Marea 23, 1899 it 
W.uS Moved the Rev. ..ioses w.thdiaw 
n.s naMe from ihe document and the 
cougregat.on would not acknowl vdZe 
him as their pastor in the future. 
This motion came to a vote and ihe 
result was 20 for him and 37 against 
him, At the mevting of the congrega- 
tion on January 29, 1889 it was mov- 
ed that the congregation withdraw 
trom the Norwegian Synod giving a 
reason taht the Synods were doubt_ 
ful of the doctrine concerning con- 
versilion and election, 23 voted for 
the motion and 29 against it. But at 
the meeting on February 22, 1889 
the motion was reconsidered and 
that they remain in the Synod, 30 
voted for and none against it. There 
were two separated fact:cns in the 
congrega.ion, those who wanted to 
remain in the Norwegian Synod and 
those who withdrawn from it. There 
was a great controversy’ between 
‘those two classes about the property. 
The Synod party offered to either 
give or except $600.00 for their 
shares in the property, The anti- 
measurions purchased the old pro- 
perty and the Synod moved up to 


Jerico. 
The. Erection of a Church 1890 


In the year of 1890 a piece of 
ground was bought from Tollof 
Johnson. The place now consists of 
about three acre and a church was 
erected and dedicated in 1891. The 
church was a neat frame building 
and was put up at a cost of $1,800. 


The Hands of the Elements 1892 


The unmerciful hands of the ele- 


ments destroyed the building of 


praise, In June 1892 a-bolt of light- 
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ning struck the steeple of the chu:ch 
and frem there the fire stariea and 
burned the church to the — ground. 
The congregation decided to rebuild 
a new church at once and the same 
was reay in November of 1892 at 
a cost of about $1,890. 


FE on, a Se A ae” 


iy iM? 


Mr, and Mrs. Andrew Weigel, Pioneers 
and bu Iders of tne comu unity of Jer- 
co, Picture was taken at the time of 
their Golden Wedding Anniverrary with 
Father Manternach present. 


Third Church Built 


The old church building, the home 
of the congregation for twenty-one 
years was torn down on account of 


the growth off the congregation. In. 


the spring of 1913 a building com- 
mittee was appointed consisting of 
Tom Munson, Andrew Braham, Al- 
bert Knutson, A. Oleson, Nels An- 
derson and Rev. M. K. Bleken, And 
the cornerstone was laid for the ncw 


church by Prof. C, K. Preus of De, 
corah on Nev. 23, 1913. The new 
church was put up at a cost of about 
$1,800 and the beautiful colored 
windov.s were donated by the Young 
Peoples Society. Later a s_acious 
kitchn and dining room was built in 
the basement of the church, the 
church is electric lighted and the al- 
tar is adorned with a beautiful pain- 
ting of Christ the Arisen Savior, the 
floor is built slanting toward the 
altar, at all the church is a credit to 
the congregtion and one of the lar- 
gest nd most’ beautiful Lutheran 
churches in this part of the state. 


Ministers of the Congregation 


The first pastor who served this 
congregation was Rev. Dr, V. Koren 
who served from 1864 to 1869, his 
successor was Rev. John T. Moses 
who came in the year 1869 and serv- 
ed until 1889, Rev. Ness succeeded 
him from 1889 to 1895 and Rev. 
Xavier from 1895 to 1903 and Rev. 
Rugland from 1903 to 1909 and from 
the year 1909 to 1922 until his death 
Rev. M. K. Bleken, one of the most 
beloved pastors ever served the con- 
gregation. 
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Beautiful Interior of the Jerico Lutheran Church 


After a sick leave granted him by 


th, congregation Rev. Bleken passed 
away and he is now resting await- 
ing resurection day up On the hill- 
marked by a stone with the inscrip- 
{ion “Thank you Jerico and Saude 
Churches” as he so often said. From 
the fall of 1912 to spring 1923 Rev. 
Forseth had charg, of the congre- 
gation and from 1923 Rev. Tjernagel 
was pastor. 


BAPTISM 


Complete records are on hand 
from the year 1877 and th, records 
from the year 1869 to 1879 were des- 
troyed by fire. From the year 1874 
to 1889, 554 children were baptised 
and from the year 1890 to 1926, 476 
children were baptized and 494 chil- 
dren were confirmed and the sac- 
rament of matrimony was adminis- 
tered to 135. The number of burials 
up to 1926 were 203. 

In 1926 about 80 families were 
with a soul count of 400 and 230 
confirmed members. The ladies aid 


has been doing excellent work for 
the church, but the young peoples 
society has been let up in activities 
in recent years. 

The property of the Jerico Luther, 
an Synod Church has been kept in 
presentable manner, its a beauty 
spot and a credit to the congregation. 


Second House of Worship 
St. Patrick Church, 1912 


As soon as the little town of Jerico 
was in its brightest blossom through 
great efforts and noble hearted pion- 
eers of this section one church was 
erected by faithful Lutheran chris- 
tians. Another house of worship was 
in need. There were living several 
Catholic families east and west of 
Jerico too far away from any Cath- 
olic church to be able to fulfill reg- 
ular their religious duties and obli- 
gation. Therefore the ardent desire 
for a Catholic church in Jerico was 
uppermost in their minds. This was 
a most difficult task as all kinds of 
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Interior of St. Patrick Church of Jerico taken by Father Manter- 
nach during 13 hour devotion. People at prayer left Mrs John 
Kearns of New Hampton, Mrs. Irvin Weigel and Mr. Irvin Weigel, 


at right Evelyn O’Halleran, Mrs. 
Quirk in the year 1927 


obstacals arose as soon as the pop- 
ulation in and around the town gath- 
ered together and pledged them- 
selves to build a church of their own 
Some parties prophesied that Jerico 
would not exist long on account of 
its location, others claimed that the 
proposed Catholic church would be 
too close to several other Catholic 
churches. Man proposes and God 
disposes, 


Men “of the Hour 


T. Ralph, Joe and Wiliam Ralph, 
Chas and Pat Commerford, Mike 
Whalen and John Kearns, John 
Quirk, Mike Weigel, L. Weigel, An- 


drew Weigel and John Welch re- 


George Quirk and Mr. George 


ceived after many sacrifices permi, 
ssion from the Archbishop A Oa i 
Keane of Dupuque to build a church 
in Jerico. A location for the new 
edifice was next considered and two 
acres of land east of the Mary Wha- 
len residence was purchased from 
Mrs. T. Johnson for $200.00 and in 
the year 1912 the church was com-~- 
pleted at a cost off $8,000.00. In the 
spring of 1922 a partly basement was 
dug and a furnace installed, the 
church was newly painted and dec- 
orated. In 1926 Father McDonald had 
the interlor of the church decorated. 
Later the whole basement was dug 
and converted into a church hall al-_ 
so colored windows were installed 
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Resicence District of Jerico 


and the interior of the church was 
newly decorated and a bell was put 
in the tower of the church. 


A Bad Practice Stopped 


In the year 1924 when Father 
Sampson was killed at Alta Vista 
in @ auto accident the parish of 
Jerico was without a priest for sev- 
eral months but the parish was scr- 
ved during that time by priest from 
Dubuque. During that tim, a lady 
of the parish died and her fun- 
eral and burial was made in New 
Hampton, this was the first bad 
example which was followed by 


others and was dangering the life 
of the parish in Jerico. Mr. Brueckel 
who was janitor that tim, for the 
congregation and had the cemetery 
and the surrounding of the church 
beautified had the idea in stopping 
this practice by publishing a church 
paper which he called “The Cross” 
in which he published articles to 
foster loyalty for the church in Jer- 
ico. It was a monthly small paper 
the first copy which was published 
in February 1932 by 1935 this bad 
practice by som, members of the 
parish was stopped and ‘“‘The Cross” 
had its mission fulfilled. 


ALBERT KNUTSON 


The late Albert Knutson was 
one of the leading citizens of the 
Jerico Community, servedin the 
affairs for the Jerico Lutheran 
church, for the Creamery and Te- 
lephone Co. His counsel was solici 
ted. Rearing a large family, their 
home wasthe scene of many young 
peoples church parties. 
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Priest of the Parish 


The priest who seryed the congre- 
gation were Rev. C. Sampson who 
served from 1912: to 1925, his suc- 
cessor was Rey. L. Craney who was 
pastor until 1920 when Rev. Neeman 
tolk charge, this was a very pias 
priest who drove a horse and bug- 
gy from Reilly Ridge to Jerico and 
read from his pr#yer book to make 
the trip, Father Neeman yremajned 
pastor of the parish for three years 
and he was followed by Rev. Man- 
ternach in 1923, this priest organized 
a choir and held Sunday school af- 
ter Mass for the children, he also 
remodeled the parsonage at Reilly 
Ridge. During the summer monihs of 
1923 until about Christmas a priest 
from Dubuque eame to serve’ the 
congregation. Rev. Sampson on his 
own request reurned to Jerico again 
the seeond time to serve the people 
he loved until his fatal death on 
Thursday May lst, 1924 on the Alta 
Vista railroad crogsing when the au_ 
to in which he was riding was hit by 
a freight train and he was instantly 
killed. From 1924 until November of 
1926 Rev. MacDonald was priest of 
the parish, he was a very able prea- 
cher and was called to many neigh- 
boring parishes to preach. He organ- 
ized the Holy Name Socicty and the 
Altar Seciety and a christian Instruc 
tion class was organized by him and 
adopted by his sueeessors, From the 


fall of 1926 Rev. Meyerhoffer took 


possession of the parish. 
Baptism 
The first child to be baptized was 
fugene Commerford and there has 
been baptized since, 48 childrn, six 
marriages were performed and eight 
burials were made. About twenty- 


ee 


six families are members of the con- 
gregation with a total of 136 souls 
reporting the history of the: parish 
until 1926. 


HISTORICAL DATA 


Jerico Lutheran Church 1926-1950 


From January 1926 - Oct. 15, 1950 
there were: | 

209 Baptisms, 195 Confirmations, 
49 marrjages golemnized, and 89 
burials, 

Membership on October 15, 1950 
stands at 320 souls (baptized) of 
whom 250 aré confirmed members. 

Rev. H. M. Tjernagel served as 
pastor till his death in March 
of 1940. He was succeeded by his 
son, the Rev. N. S. Tjernagel, who 
shepherded the flock till the fall 
of 1945. During the long vacancy 
that ensued, the Rev. C. H. Schroe, 
der of St, Peter’s Lutheran Church 
in Elma seryed as vacaney-pastor, 
The present pastor, Rev. M. H. Otto, 
wag installed in August, 1946, The 
Rey. N, S, Tjernagel is now princi- 
pal of the Lutheran High School in 
Racine, Wisc, 

In April 1926 there appeared a 
parish paper from the hand of Rev. 
H. M. Tjernagel, entitled “The As- 
sistant Pastor,” which wag contin- 
ued as a monthly publication also 
during the pastorate of his son, The 
present pastor likewise publishes a 
monthly parish paper, but under a 
different name, 

In 1940 the Jerico eongregation 
(with it's sister congregation of 
Saude assisted in the establishing 
of the Redeemer Lutheran Church in 
New Hampton by giving financial 
aid and by releasing some of its 
members to the new mission. Though 
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CHURCH 


Third church built in 1918 at a 
cost of $13,000. furnished. 


it has been slow, the growth of this 
mission has been steady, so that it 
has had its own pastor since 1946. 

In the fall of 1946 the congregation 
established a Christian Day School. 
An unused public school building 
near Elma was purchased and moved 
On to the church property over a 


basement previously dug. The re- 
pairing and renovating of the build- 
ing was done entirely by volunteer 
labor on the part of the members, 
with a neat and cheerful classroom 
as the result of their efforts. 


The first teacher was Student of 
Theology Theo. A. Aaberg. Miss 
Joan Gilbo of Chicago, Ill., is now 
teaching for the third consecutive 
year. The average enrollment dur- 
ing the past four years has been 16 
pupils. a 


The Ladies Aid Society is quite 
active, meeting twice a month, and 
contributing much to the beautify~ 
ing of the church and its assembly 
room in the basement. Since World 
War II the Young People’s Society 
is again meeting regularly for Bible 
study. 14 


The present church was built at 
a cost of $13,000, furnished, with 
Tom Thompson for many years as 
its janitor who keeps the property 
beautified. Its members, descendants 
of religious Norweigan stock, friend- 
ly and hospitable, deserve credit for 
their church. Since the year 1945 
divine services are held every Sun_ 
day. 
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NORTH JERICO SUHOOL 1919 


vbinsan as teacher, soyne pupils jn the picture ara 
Omar Rabinson, Taft Sanderson, Qmar T', Thompson, Sina H, An- 
derson, Oscar H, Anderson, Henry J, Knutson 


with Siebe™ = 


The First S¢cheo} 

The first schoo] was erected south 
ef Jerico jn the year 188@ und the 
North Jerico schgo] wag established 
jn 1882. It wag little frame buildings 
which are still standing and ysed 
with the exception of the south 
rchool @ new building wag ereyted 
west uf the limits of Jericg which is 
"wow sed as a scheg). The writep has 
pregeryed some Epsays which were 
written by pupils attending tf,oge 
schools. ‘The fgllgwing J3 & ersay 
written by Alorth Nelson when he 
wHs in gradg V aft the age of 41, 
four Home, Lowy iJepigo” Beelpyg 


Jerise jy my home town, 1 wm giaq- 


Mr. Hrueckel has chysey this fop one 
of Quy thighay sg, iv 

dericg is q@ {ttle oiled ahout 114 
miles {rain a vailpogd towy, ff ig 
jevdted in the North Hastery part of 


the state wf lowa, 


This ie towil fas & ereamery 
owed by the farniers @nd Bill Nels 


s0u ls the Hutteymaker ut this crea- 
mery, 

There is a barber shop owned by 
Mr, Brueckel, He has a library and 
sends buoks to six schools every 
mioritla. Hy, selects one book every 
month to write on und the one wha 
writes the test Essay is awarded 1st 
prizes given ty Mr. Bruecket, 

Ho has yoft drinks and ice cream 
in geasun, 

‘there is a blacksmith shop owned 
by Martin Nelsen. He has a lumber 
Baw aud saws lumber in the xpring, 
Pere IS a ptore awued by Glen 
Hadpty, 

‘here ig @ gatage ewned by Hal- 
vod Nelson, 

Jy this little village there is a 
gveck in which there aught {o be a 
dain to furniis}y the village with light. 

f would like to sce this village jn- 
ekedse iy population and graw up ty 
be # prosperous city, 
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SUNDAY MORNING 
PAT’S STORE. 


1890 


In the year 1890 the buttcrmaker’s’ 


house was built north of the late 
Paul Sanderson house, now cr/ned 
by Jeff A. Knutson family, The 
house was later moved norihwest of 
the Martin Nelson residence where 
n the year 1903 a new creamery was 


erected. 
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AFTER MASS IN FRONT OF 


1897 - 


After the saloons were closed in 
the year 1897 Mike Whalen ang his 
brother John purchased the Chris 
Kirschmann building which was 
used as a store, pool hall and saloon 
and converted it into a dance hall. 
This was the first and last hall erec- 


JERICO HALL CONVERTED INTO A GARAGE 1925 


ted in Jerico. Dances were given a- 
bout once a month and meals were 
served in the building east of the 
hall which were-used by the Wha- 
len bros formerly as a store and a 


saloon. Mary, their sister took care 
of the meals. The hall was used for 
dances until about 1925 when the 
building was sold to Halvor Nelson 
who remodeled the building into a 
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LACK KAPLER 
Storekeeper of Jerico 


garage and residence and gas service 
station, | 


1900 


Martly Nilson in company of ‘Tom 
Otteson purchased the old feed mill 
which was discontinued in 1903. In 
1900 Martin Nelson purghaged a lot 
from John Welch on which he bullt a 
blacksmith shop, In 1925 he aiso had 


a saw mill for sawing native lumber. 


In the same year also purchaged a 
jot frem Andrew Braham, on that 
Jot he built a home and after his 
passing the shop was rented to sev- 
eral blacksmith who remained only 
a short while, one was Charles Allen 
who later moved to Waucoma. Later 
the shop was torn down. 
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STELLA KAPLER 
Maraged the sjore after husbancs 
passing until her death, 


1903 


The creamery which was erected 
in the year 1890 on a lot north of the 
present Jeff A Knutson home was 
destroyeg on New Years night 1903 
by fire. In the metintime.of erecting 
a new creamery butter was made in 
the eld feed mill that Pat Commer 
ford purchased from Martin Nelson 
The first of June the new creamery, 
a frame bullding and eregted on a 
different location, the. west-end of 
Jerico was opened for service, 
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1904 


In 1904, Edward T. Johnson built 
a 1esidence north on Lincoln Street 
but the house was later soldio Ole 
Anderson who moved it one mile 
north of Jerico to be used as a farm 
home, where it still stands today., 


1916 


In the fafl of 1916, Mr. Brueckel 
moved from Alta Vista to Jerico and 
established a Barber Shop and Pool 
Hall in the building east of the dance 
hall which was formerly used as a 
dining hall which property belonged 
to Mike Whalen, in the spring of 
1917 he had to vacate the buildin2z 
and moved in‘*a small building which 
had been used as a machine shed be- 
longing to Paul Sanderson, he made 
no charge for the building, Mr. San- 
derson sold Brueckel also a lot on 
the corner for $125, and a_ school 
building was purchased two miles 
east of Alta Vista by Mr. Brueckel 
who dismantled the building and 
the material was used for his new 
building in Jerico, many good peo- 
Ple of Jerico helped him to over- 
come his difficulties, in the fall of 
1917 the building was ready, being 
the first property he ever had, he 
called it the Lincoln House in honor 
of Abraham Lincoln. He built a 
cement walk across the street as also 
all around his building, he also in- 
stalled electric lights by having a 
farm plant at his place furnishing 
lights also for the Cummerford Store 
later he built a bowery behind his 
buildjng and dances were given 
during the summer of 1926 in that 
year the former P. J. Cummerford 
Store was used by him also for his 
barber shop and Newspaper Office. 


1918. 


In 1918 many boys were drafted 
for service and it was very lone- 
some in the community, many people 
were also suffering with the flu and 
a quite a few died of the disease, 
there were 25 service stars in th 
Jerico Lutheran Church for boys that 
had left the congregation for mili- 
tary service, as also some boys from 
the Catholic Parish of Jerico and 
the Crane Creek Lutheran Church, 
some of the boys who had left for 
service were John C, Johnson, Alfred 
N. Anderson, Ole A. Knutson, Carl 
A. Knutson, Torkel Attleson, James 
Attleson, Roys C. Power, Ole. Ur- 
ness, Hans Attleson, Ole A. Ander- 
son, Charles D. Cochran, Ed, D. Col- 
lins, Art Cutsforth, Bert Douglas, 
Alfred I. Gordon,, Henry L. Braham, 
Ole O. Johnson, Gilbert N. Johnson, 
Grover T. Johnson, Ole A. Johnson, 
Benjamin Kramer, Joe Kramer, Wm 
L. Arnold, Henry T. Attleson, Miller 
O. Oleson, Sjur G. Sanderson, John 
J. Seery, Olaf A. Throndson, Jens 
B. Vikdal, Sjur Vikdal, Sylvester J. 
Weigel, Joe U. Arnold, Micheal E. 
Slindee, William D. Kearney, Boys 
that died in the service were James. 
Attleson, John I. Kearns, Roy C., 
Power and Ole Urness who had come 
from N orway just a few years be- 
fore. In the Red Cross Chapter A, O. 
Vaala was R. C. Jerico gave to the 
Red Cross financial help of $943.74 
and Saude $1,000.49. The Jerico 
Auxiliary was organized August 31, 
1917 with Mrs. H, H. Gilbert and 
Mrs. Carl Amble as Chairman and 
Mrs. John Welch as vice-chairman, 
Treasurer, Mrs. Paul Sanderson and 
Miss Hattie Johnson and Secretary, 
Miss Mabel Braham and Miss Flor- 
ence Kearns. There were about 102 
members, about 20 dozen muzczlin 
bandages were made, 109 hospital 
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INTERIOR OF LINCOLN HOUSE 


During thd first world war years. Note Soldiers Union Plaqu 
age on the wall and the Jerico Service Star. Pool Players are Lu 


man Gilbert and Joe Barness. 


garments and 67 knitted garments 
and 87 garments for Relief. Five 


comfort kits were also made and 
filled, 


SAUDE AUXILIARY 


On Thursday, August 30, 1917 a 
meeting was held at the home of 
Mrs. Nels Amble and the following 
officers were elected. Chairman Miss 
Anna C. Vaala and Mrs. Carl Nat- 
vig, vic-chairman Mrs. Muns Mun- 
son, Treasurer Mrs. B, S. Vikdal 


and Mrs. Alfred Steensland, Secre- 


ey Seca Mr. 


tary Mrs. H. A. Grimso their highest 
membership was about 158. About 80 
muslin bandages were made for the 
Surgical Dressing Department, com- 
pleted hospital garments consisting 
of 3 hospital shirts, 4 robes, 18 bed 
jackets, 64 pajama suits and 11 un- 
derdrawers. The work done by the 
knitters were 5 helmets, 25 mufflers, 
61 pairs of socks, 68 sweaters, 51 
pairs of wristlets and 2 blocks. Be- 
sides these, 15 boys drawers and 12 
petticoats were made for Relief. 
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Tistcry of Jerico and Jacksonville Township 


Ne 


Liberty Loans 


On the Liberty Loans Committee 
for Jacksonville Township were P. J. 
Commertord, Micheal reilly, Mike 
Kearney, Tom Attleson, John Kecrys 
Jim McGinn, Tom Munson, Adol,h 
Munson, Jim Seery, Henrk Gal- 
ligan, W. J. David, Nels Anderson, 
Everett Mills, . Albert Knutson, 
Henry Momberg, F. D, Markle, John 
Quirk and John Jerdee. The total 
subscription to the last thiee loans 
were $178,333. Of this amount 906, 
300 was subscribed of the Third 
Loan; $74,250 of the Fourth Loan 
and $47,783 of the Fifth Loan. 


Utica Township 


In Utica Township the men were 
J. J. Lukes, Hans Grimso, G. G. 
Vaala, E. T. Smith, J. P. Landswerk, 
Joe Koudelka, B, F. Jones, L. F. 
Fisher, C. J. Slindee, Mike Connell, 
Will Quirk and Frank ‘Lynch.  Li- 
berty Loans were purchased in the 
amount of $207,861. This amount 
is divided as follows: Third Loan 
$66,450; Fourth Loan $85,150; Fifth 
Loan $56,261, 


War Savings Stamps 


For Jacksonville Township W. G. 
Shaffer was chairman tor the war 
savings stamps drive and $19,585. 
were pledged. 

For Utica Township J, J. 
was chairman and $24,845. 
pledged. 


Goheen 
were 


Council of Defense 


For Jacksonville Township, Ever- 
ette Mills was the precinct chair- 
man and for Utica, G. G. Vaala. 

The council of defense was to aid 
the government in mobilizing men, 
crops and every phase of the United 
States industries. They also furnish- 
ed funds to make purchases of ath- 
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letic equipment for the 88th Division 
at Camp Dodge, 

On the Women’s Committee for 
Jerico was Miss Hatiie Johnson and 
for Saude, Miss Annette Natvig, 
their business was to enlist all wo- 
men in the cooperation in the var- 
ious economical measures by the 
government and impress upon them 
the value of their aid in bringing 
about greater efficiecy in all defense 
werk. 


September 19, 1917 


The first boys that were drafted 
and left for Camp Dodge from New 
Hamtpon was on Sept. 19, 1917, from 
Camp Dodge they were shipped a- 
cross, many letters were received 
from the boys while in service and 
here we publish one from Grover 
Johnson, the letter was written at 
Obermendig, Germany on May 6, 
1919. 

Friend Mr. Brueckel, 

Received your letter some time 
ago and was glad to see you are still 
on top where a fellow belongs. 

We are having fine weather here 
and verything looks nice and green, 
and the people here are busy plant- 
ing cartoflen, its comical to see them 
go out to work here with one horse 
or an oxen and a plow and they 
move about as fast as a snail, all 
the goats in this country are having 
young ones now all yeu can hear a- 
round here is bah, bah, did you ever 
get any of them darn goat fleas in 
your clothes? I did, and they are 
worse than the cooties. 

There are some of the boys here 
getting thir discharge, there are 
some going home every week, we 
expect some replacements from the 
U. S. soon. I am in 4th class so I 
will be with thelast bunch to leave 
here but expect to be home some 
time before Christ mas. 
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Had a letter from home—your 
folks and relatives are all well ex- 
cept your brother who died some 
time ago. Best wishes from them. 

Had a letter from Carl Knutson 
last wrote he was fine and dandy 
and expected to go home soon, also 
had letters from Douglas Cochran 
Henry Attleson, Ole Johnson, Sever 
Roberson, and Alfred Gordan they 
are all in France and are all fine, 
Have been on many trips on the 
Rhine and have been in the most of 
big cities around here as Coblenz, 
Bonn, Colone, Andernach, they very 
nice cities, also visited the place 
where the Kaiser stayed at Coblenz 
but the old devil was gone now ha! 
ha! 

I am going on a furlough soon but 
don’t know where Ill go yet per- 
haps to Paris or Belgium. 

I done what you asked of me and 
this all I can say. Well how is every- 
thing at Jerico I hope I can be soon 
back to play you a game of pool, 

Well Bill I have ‘no news so will 
close, hoping this finds you as well 
as it leaves me. I remain. 

Private Gro. T. Johnson 
Covrn.de int. A. Ps: 740 


BOYS RETURNING HOME 


Olaf -Throndson served at Camp 
Pike, Ark. in a Infantry Regiment 
and in France. Was discharged, Mar. 
6, 1919. 

Alfred N. Anderson served in the 
337th Machine Gun Co., was in Eng- 
land and France and was discharg- 
ed June 11, 1919, 

B. H. Kramer served in the 119th 
Infantry Regiment at Camp Scover, 
N. C. he was in the battle at Kem- 


mel Mountain and was stationed in 
England, France, Belgium and Lux- 


emburg, he was discharged April 15, 


a 


1919. 


Fenn AG 
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Attleson served at Camp 
Jefferson Barracks, October 4, 1918 
and contacted the flu there, died 
October 26, 1918 and burial was 
made in the Crane Creek cemetery. 

Henry Attleson served in Eng- 
land and France in the 339th Mach- 
ine Gun Co. and was. discharged 
June 12th, 1919. 

Olie Fossen served in the camps 
of Dodge, Picke and Dix, N. J., he 
landed in France September 1, 1918 
and was discharged July 7, 1919. 

Charley T. Kramer served at 
Camp Dodge from September 5, 1918 
until April 11, 1919. 

Henry Braham enlisted into the 
Army and was put into the 428th 
Telegraph Battalion at Camp Meade 
August 11, 1918 and was discharged 
from Camp Dodge, January 18, 1919. 

Douglas Cochran served in the 
352 Infantry at Camp Dodge, Wash- 
ington D. C. and France and was 
discharged July 13, 1919. 

Roy Powers was drafted Septem- 
ber 1917 to Camp Dodge, landed in 
France in April 1918 was killed in 
the battle at the Argonne Forest. Oct, 
1918 an dlaid to rest at Commune- 
de Sur Brusallies, Meuse in France. 

Andrew Knuson served in the 87th 
Infantry from September 4, 1918 un- 
til January 27, 1919 at Camp Dodge. 

Melvin Powers was drafted to 
Camp McCarder, Texas, May 10, 
1918 and discharged from Camp 
Dodge, August 1, 1919. ; 

All the churches had special ser- 
vices for the returned service men. 

Organizing of the Soldiers Union 

On April 9, 1919, Mr. William 
Brueckel invited all returned sol- 


diers to a meeting at his pace for 
the organization of a Soldiers Union 
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which was organized on that fate 
With the help of Andrew Knutecn, 


Sylvester Weigel and Henry Bra- 
ham and who had their meeting 


every two weeks, Th emembership 
reached the large number of 80 and 
dances and birthday parties were 
M|wR- vlo-ta, 99_... udaheld 
held among the members. A base- 
ball club was also organized in the 
Union as also Was a public lib-ary. 


Soldiers Union Public Library 


In the summer of 1919 the Sol- 
diers Union Public Library was or- 
ganized by Mr. William Brueckel 
donating some books and urging 
other people to do the same, after a 
short while the library was well 
established and received books from 
citizens of New Hampton and a very 
large selection from the Public Li- 
brary from New Hampton as also a 
selection of books from the State of 
Iowa every year. Six country schools 
were served, each receiving u selec- 
lion of 35 books to be changed each 
month and pupils were urged to 
write Essays On the books which 
were loaned to the schools urging the 
pupils to read them by offering pri- 
zes for writing the best Essay on 
books. Many people also made use of 
the library and was the largest asso- 
ciotion library inthe county. Today 
the library is located in Waucoma in 
a special library reading room with 
a selction of more than 2000 books. 

Town Parties Given 


Exchange -town parties or guest 
nights were also arranged by Mr. 
Brueckel with Alta Vista, Saude and 
South Jerico. Free ice cream was 
served to the children, bank nights 
held and Fiddlers contests were ar- 
ranged on Saturday night, as also 
card parties. This activity was well 
patronized. 


-- - 


Jerico Scho Established, 


To establish truth was one of the 
first reasons and the love for writing 
to have a paper in Jerico. The first 
issue which appeared in February 
1920 and was printed in Elma. Many 
times the 13 miles from Jerico to 


Elma was walked, using the railroad — 


tracks from Alta Vista. The paper 
was issued from Elma for two years 
and since June 14 it was publisned 
under Postal permit. The name Jer- 
ico Community Echo was selected 
because Jerico was too small a town 
to support’ a paper, so the name 
community was added. It was pub- 


lished the first Saturday of every 


month and the price was 25c for a 
years subscription, folio size, because 
of financial difficulties the paper 
was discontinued June 1921, 

In January 1926 the paper was re- 
established again this time postal 
permit was secured from New Ham- 
pton from August 1926 the paper was 
printed in Jerico on a small hand 
press and often times printing took 
to 3 o’clock in the morning to put the 
paper out. Since March 1929 a pow- 
er press was installed and by that 
time the paper was known all over 
the United States. Professors vave it 
credit at Schools of Journalism, 
professional magazines published 
articles about the paper as the Edi- 
tor and Publisher and others and 
the Des Moines Register, Dubuque 
Telegraph-Herald, Minneapolis Star 
published pictures and articles about 
the paper. We received letters from 
all over the United States which are 
on file, from all people any walk of 
life. More than 1000 copies were 
published starting with four pages 
many issues had grawn to 50 and 
more pages at a price of 50c per year 
Even John Ripley wrote about the 
Echo. " 
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Founding Plac2 of the Jerico Community Echo 


A hand press was kept busy to 3 0’ clock in the morning to get 


the paper out. . 


Since the 15th of November 1935 
the paper has been published in 


Waucoma the size was enlarged and 
the monthly became a weekly re- 
taining its old famous name, 


Paul Sanderson Builds Residence 


In the summer of 1919 Paul San- 
derson built a modern home on. his 
farm in Jerico which is now in pos- 
session of Jeff A. Knutson. 


First Garage 1923 


A young man by the name of Scoth 


established a garage in Jerico in the 
old school building wich had been 
used as a blacksmith shop in the 
early days by Tolaf Johnson right 
north of the Lincoln House but re- 
mained in Jerico only a short while. . 

In the summer of 1925 Halvor 
Nelson came from New Hampton 
and purchased the Mike Whalen 


Dance Hall and converted it into a 
garage and residence which is still 


established there today. 
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One of the first boys to return 
home was Ole A. Anderson, he re- 
turned home June 6, 1919, he had 
served in the 350 Infantry in Eng- 
land and France, 

Next was Ernest Forkenstad, dis- 
charged June 11, 1919 and served in 
the 339th machine gun company, 
was in England and France. 

Carl A. Knutson discharged June 
11, 1919 served in the 337th machine 
gun company, served in England and 
France. 

Ole O. Johnson served in the 352nd 


Infantry discharged from Camp 
Dodge May 8, 1919. 
Ole J. Johnson returned home 


June 15, 1919 served in the 338th 
Machine Gun Co., and was in Eng- 
land and France. 

John Herman served in England, 
Canada, France, Luxenburg, Bel- 
gium and Germany in the 357th In- 
fantry Regiment, was discharged, 
June 16, 1919. 

John I. Kearns was wounded in 
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BILLY BRUECKEL 


at the time he established the 
Jerico Community Echo. 


the battle near Verdun in the morn- 
ing of November, 10, 1918 and was 
stricken with spinal-meningitis at 
Camp Dodge, Iowa, weher. he died 
April 26, 1919 burial was made in 
the cemetery at Jerico and later re- 


burial was made in New Hampton. 


Edward Collins served in the 88th 
Infantry Regiment in Camp Dodge 
from September 5, 1918 to January 
27, 1919. 

Sylvester Weigel served at Camp 

Dodge from July 24, 1918 to Dec- 
jembr 9, 1918. 
' Ole A. Knutson was in the 350th 
regiment from September 1917 until 
June 6, 1919 was in England and 
Farnce. 

John Seery was at Camp John- 
son Florida from Sept. 5, 1918, until 
Jan. 10, 1919 in the Quartermaster 
department. 
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First Grogery Store Than Tavern 


In the fall of 1935 Billy Brueckel 
who had built the Lincoln House 
left Jerico jn which place he had 
made his home for 18 years and 
moyed to Waucoma, Otto Tjernagel 
who was a relative to Rev. Tjerna- 
gel than stationed here purchased 
the building from John Wandro of 
New Hampton for $700 and he con- 
ducted a grocery store there for five 
years after which he moved to Minn 


About 1940 Erick Gust secured a 
beer permjt from the supervisors of 
Chickasaw County and conyerted the 
building into a tayern making pogs- 
sible the sale of beer again in Jerico 
and the consuming there at the place 
of purchase after an elapse of 43 
years when the last Saloon was g¢lo- 
sed in Jericg then operated by Mike 
and John Whalen. 


Later Chuch Gleason of New H, 
purchased the property from Mr, 
Gust and he wag follawed by James 
Collins, Joe. Tupy and last by Emil 
Tonr who made seyeral needed im- 
provements as algo the lot wag in- 
larged by additional purchase where 
formerly the oli Blacksmith Shop 
wags stynding, 


Mike Weigc| Moves House to Jorigo 


About 1946 Mike Weigel purches- 
ed the Joe Ofgstethun Housg fram 
Oscar Ferkingstad which had been 
standing on a small farm ahout one 
mile south east of Jerico and moved 
it to the garden lot of the Weigel 


Store. 


Purchase Commerford House 


In 1939 Ingval Knuson purchased 
the P. J. Commerford house for his 


3] 


parents, Mr. and Mrs. Ole Knutson. 
Buys Nelson House 


In February of 1950 Alvie Elling- 
UOSjaN UTyeyA, ay} peseyomnd uos 
house which property he had secur- 
ed from the estate. 


Farm Purchased 


Jeff A. Knutson purchased the 
Pau] Sanderson farm in the fall of 
1948. Steve R. Knutson purchased 
the Andrew Braham farm in 1942 
and the Hans Braham farm¥in 1944. 


Bill Sargeant is the owner of the 
Welch farm and he was the first in 
making a change in the ownership 
of the farms located at the limits of 
Jerico, 


Improvements Made 


In the fall of 1950 the county gra- 
ded the road from Jerico north with 
a high grade, This road was graded 
once before to the bridge 34 miles 
north of Jerico 30 years before. 


A naw grade was put by the My- 
ery Bros, from the pavement and the 
road straightened, a new bridge was 
built over Crane Creek by the Mont- 
gomery Ca, and the two old bridges 
which had been for so many years 
the land marks of Jerico were tak-n 
dawn, So time passes on. 


Three Notable Characters 


Jerico was noted for three not- 
‘able characters, of Pete Johnson, 
Mike Whalen and Pat Commerfora, 
Pete spent most of his time in Jer- 


ico visiting the stores and was a man 
of a strong and stubborn mind he 
refused assistance even when needed 
and when commencing to talk he 
had the habit of making first three 
little spits and drove to Jerico in a 
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single seated buggy. If you would 
come to the store you would find 
Pete and Mike and Pat sitting by the 
stove visiting and everyone of them 
would have a good chew tobacco in 
their mouth. It was a long — stove 
where Pat was burning logs for fuel, 
down their spit went into the ashes. 
All three had a long life of Jerico 
history behind” them. Mike Whalen 
the most fleshy of the three knew 
everybody for miles around and ii 
did not know he soon would find 
out all your personally history if 
once in contact with you. He had the 
habit in using the sleeves of his coat 
as a handkerchief and using his 


Mr. and Mrs. P. J. Com nerford 


fleshy hands to impress his speech. 
He was a good charcter but to change 
his mind would have been some job. 
Conversations about herses was his 
favor. Pat and Mrs. Pat was a great 
voupie in greater love to each other 


oe ng a nn ee eee een 


Pat was babied by his wife and their 
heart was with the people of Jerico 
They were lonesome for their chil- 
dren who were living in St. Paul 
Minn., but he never moved there. 
The writer was their Sunday dinner 


guest for several years taking the 
place of their children in theiy lone- 
someness. Now Pat and Mrs. Pat 
rest in the cemetery at Reilly Ridge 
and so does Mike and his sister Mary 
and Pete blessed this world. 


$100 For A Dictionary 


Francis Dane who was another 
leading character at Jerico and coni- 
munity and was a member of Chick- 
asaw County Board of Supervisors 
was responsible that a $12 dictionary 
was bought to decide whether the 
nameing was called _,‘spile-driver” 
or “pile-driver.” The board were 
about to purchase such an article 
and L. H. Weller called it ‘‘pile-dri- 
ver,” and Francis Dane called it 
“spile-driver Dane was at once cor- 
rected by the erudite gentleman 
from Bradford Dane at once asserted 
the correctness of his way of calling 
it, and ridiculed the idea of it being 
called “pile-driver.’ Earnest and 
eloquent speeches were made, pro 
and con and to settle the matter the 
Sheriff was ordered to get a diction- 
ary. A. E. Bigelow was acting as 
Sheriff and he went out and bought 
a twelve-doller dictionary and pre- 
sented it to the board, together with 
the bill. The cause for which it was 
ordered was lost sight of in the re- 
flection upon the light in which these 
representatives of the people would 
be looked upon in buying such a 
book for their education. G. A. Ham- 
ilton was County Auditor, and had 
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Big Jahy and Bill 
Big John was a great cack, piano player and cquld da the work 
mostly of any woman, he wasa swell daneer and light on his feet as 
a feather. Bill kept the town going far eighteen year, they are in 
front of Pat’s Store wearing the lates selections of hats from his 
stare eagerly watched by the Amble Bros. 


made application to have his salary 
jncreased one hundred dollars per 
year, and seeing the obligation he 
would place the beard under him jf 
he helped them eut of this unfor~ 
tunate dilemma, he proposed to fake 
the book oft their hands und not 
have the aecount of saMg appoer in 
the record. They promptly aceepted 
' the effer and as promptly raised fis 
salary one hundred dollars a year, 
thus making the taxpayers pay in 


fact, ene hundred dollaps for this 


dictionary. 


After the second term of Hanan 
jn the legislature, Francis Dane of 
| Jacksonville beeamsg the aspirant 
“for the offivg of Representative and 
‘had earvied enough ef the township 
| paucuses to give him the neminatlan, 


Hf he warried hig own townahlp, | 


whieh was eoneeded to him. Their 
caucus waa,to be held the night be- 


forge the. sounty convention, all un-~ 
suspectingly and in full confidence 
Dane went to tht caucus, expecting 
that as @ maatter of euurse that delt-~ 
pales would be selected in his inter- 
est, ‘fo his surprise he found that 
McHugh vf Lawler, had cume Iinta 
the township and secured the co-~ 
Dperdtion of some are Danes neigh- 
bers, and by importing men, both 
Demevrats and Nepublicans, frum 
Stapleton, secured the election of 
delegates im the interest of MeHugh. 
Of eeurse this tegk Dane out of the 
picture. Subsequently the Democrats 
proposed that they would support 
Pane in good faith if he would comg¢g 
out as an Independent candidate, 
and ag thera were many Hepublicans 
who felt that the means used te da~ 
feat him in hls own township, were 
unjustified, and that they would ilke 
16 support hint, Bané eonsented, The 
Democrats appeared to ba working 
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Sunday afternoon on 


in good faith until the last moment 
when the man who was taking the 


ballots to Washington township 
containing the name of Dane, was 
overtaken and he was induced to 
return to New Hampton and destroy 
the ballots first received, and supply 
their place with McHugh ballots. As 
he was burning the Dane ballots he 
exultingly exhibited a hundred dol- 
lars he claimed for the job, exclaim- 
ing “Here is them only that is to 
carry North Washington for John 
McHugh,” but refused to tell who 
gave it to him. There was much 
interest taken in the campaign and 
among other things, there was issued 
a circular, a set of verses in the in- 
terest of Dane, of whizh the fcllow- 
ing is a copy: . 
DANISH LYRICS 

Come over the Wapsie and Cedar 

‘Come over the Turkey and Crane 
And rally around our Old Leader, 

And vote for 

HONEST FRANCIS DANE! 


Come out from Grove and the 
prairie, i a 


Bill Brueckel’s Bowery 


Come out from hill-side and 
plain, 
toil-worn with harvest 
, and weary, 

Come out for 
OLD HONEST FRANCIS DANE 


And though 


Come out then, my fine Irish yeoman 
Come out then in sunshine or 
rain, 
Come Yankee aind Norseman and 
German, 
And rally ’round 
HONEST FRANCIS DANE 


They say he is lank and ungainly, 
They say he is course in the 
grain, 
But his heart is true, and all vainly, 
They sneer at 
OLD HONEST FRANCIS DANE 


He is honest like Abe and as homely, 
And faithful to friends will 
remain, 
And his foes are all false, though 


more comely, 
Then hurrah for 


OLD HONEST FRANCIS PANE 
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HONEST FRANCIS DANE 


He is six feet and upwards in stocke 
ing, 
And he stands wijhout hlemjsh 
or stain 
And good thoughts foreyer are floyk- 
ing 
Around the kind hearf gf Old 
Dane, 


fle has wallowed through snow of 
hard winiers, 
Hu has Waded through myd with 
his train, 
And smash all our timber tg gnlinterg 
tr ws turn un Old Honss) Fran: 


Muney lender, and buyer aud seller, 
Mey cone with the leks which 
ible Yeettt, 
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| Toprow rngni io joft 

| Ole A. Knutson, Cari Kraut, 
son, Alfred N, Anderson 
Secqnd row 

Henry TI’. Attleson, Ole Ur 
ness, wha was killed in ser: 
vice, John C, Johnsan 

Third row 

Gordon, Ole Johyson 


Special Services were held 
by the churches in honor of 
«~ the soldjer bays and pictu- 
res were generally taken at 
such gatherings of which the 
one here reproduced Is one, 


Jt 


1385474 


But kid gloves and shoes of prunella, 
Nae Won't win against Honest Fran+ 
ejs Dane. 
foe his hands are all horny with 
fakor, 
His feet have gone bare o'er the 
plain, 
And fie loveth and helpeth his nelgh~ 
bar; 
Who shouts for Old Honest Fray 
gis Dane, 


Hp soweth the grain that he reapeth, 
And his head is sound ag ° the 
grain, rat 
All tender and frug his }eart keepeth 
This Hones; Qld Farmer Frans 
cly Dane, 


He bas earned what he's got, and t0 
buramer 
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CHAPTER II. 
Towns of Jacksonville Township 
Part II. 
Jacksonville 
1853 
There is no doubt that the foun- 
Gers of Jacssonville were Lars 
coming from the east states as eariy 
as 1852, as Hen.y Snatfer, iMazzard 
Green, John Davidson, Hiram Pal- 
mer, R. H. Mild, J. Fitzpatricli, 
Frank Dane, Jolin Conner, S. Shat., 
5B. B. Orten, W. F. Beatch, J; H. 
Dickens, John White, Jess Sabin and 
many others. They were mosily 
young men who had the educativi; 
and refinement that pertain to the 
old communities. 


Naming of Jacksonville 


Jacksonville was named by J, H. 
Dickens in honor of his old home, 
he having emigrated from Jackscn- 
ville, UL. 


A town with six corners, it was an 
important stopping center and lo- 
cation on the west of the ridge be- 
tween the Littl Turkey and Crane 
Creek, with an unobstructed view 
of Crane Creek valley on the west 
and of the country to the norti: and 
east over the: Little Turkey. S.and- 
ing on the hill we see to the south the 
cabins of John S. Lee and iurther 
down is the cabin of Hugh Johnson, 
John Lynch and Michael Mahoney, 
still further is the cabin of William 
Everingham, the Livtie Turkey like 
a silver ribbon winds its way along 
the beautiful elms that fringe its 
banks and now in full foilage, toss 
together their lofty plumes. To the 
north and east George Bb. Arnold 
and Walter C. Mitchell have rear- 
ed their cabins, to the west is 
the cabin of Owen Gallagher, further 
west John Hunter, David Kearney 
and Francis Dane have their roof 
trees» up and must half finished. 


Y) 
an | Jacksonville Townsiip: Paz: aie 


Sweeping to the west and scuth cre 
the homes of Thomas McCarten, 
Hank H. Shaffer, John Davidson, J. 
E. Fitzpatrick, John Bagley, Tim 
Bagley, Tim O’Leary and James Sul- 
livan are seen, immediately south 
where we stop are the homes of Syl- 
vester O’Reilly, Patrick Gorman ard 
Thomas B. Kelly. 


Community Known as Crane Creek | 


Bradford was the center of the 
southern faction of the county, and 
the ‘north having no town in which 
to meet and organize candidates were 
forced to canvass among individuals. 
The north finally contracted on J. C. 


H. Miller, who lived on Crane Creek, 
in what is now Jacksonville. Also a 


Rev. S. M. Prentice, a Baptist min- 
ister who used to preach on Crane 
Creek and Fredericksburg. 

First Greenville, later Jacksonv'll2 


The first name of Jacksonville was 


Greenville in honor of Hazzard 
Green the man who built the first 
house. Later the town was surveyed 
and planned by J. H. Dickens and he 
changed the name to Jacksonville. 


The First Hotel 


Hazzard Green built the first house 
in Jacksonville in 1853, it was a 
large hotel which he conducted and 
located on the old military road from 
Fort Atkinson. Antedating the rail- 
road, there was a heavy freighting 


business between McGregor, Fort 
Atkinson, Jacksonville, Pettybones 
(later Elma) Osage and into the 


western counties. Teamsters usually 
went in gangs for mutual help and 
company, and nearly every house on 
the route kept travelers. Of course, 
these teamsters became acquainted 
with the peculiarities of every stop- 
ping place. The closest market place 
was McGregor, and provissions were 
bought there, using the hotels as 
their stopping and resting places for 
themselves and their horses or oxen 
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The hotel accommodations of those 
days were not very commodious and 
no One could fully appreciate the old 


saying that “an omnibus would al- 


»” 


ways hold one more,” until after be- 
ing a guest in a new country hotel. 
Generally the upper s!ory-mostly a 
nali story was ai! in on, 
this was called the ‘Schoo! S-ctico .” 
taking its name from its figurzti e 
resemblance to the povernsment 
school section, which was number 
sixteen, these rooms being suppes-d 
vU, LeoyM pUe Spoq UIB}XIS UTeJUOD 04 
beds were occupied there was made 
room cy the floor, Tables and even 
the stove was used to make a bed on. 
These houses were only sided.up and 
not plastered and it has happend 
that people had their finger feozcn 
while in bed. 


fics and 


AMERICAN HOTEL 
The hotz1 building, in fact th2 firs. 
house Which was built i. Jacwson- 
ville by Hazzard Creen in 1853 was 
torn down in 1857 and a ne. hotel 
was built by C. Bolten, he named 
the new hotel the American Liotel. 


FIRST STORE 


At the same time Allen and Wil- 
kenson of North McGregor which is 
now Marquette built the first store 
in Jacksonville. It was a small beard 
shanty, 14x20 hurriediy consvucted 
with no plaster or other provisions 
to withstand the wintry weathe; cni 
in 1856 when it was extremely cold 
the clerk in the store had to wear 
a big heavy overcoat and overshoes 
in order to be reasonable comfort- 
able. ; 


BLACKSMITH SHOP 
In the year 1856 ‘a blacksmith 
‘shop was.opened and in the same 
year Julius P. North started a hard- 
ware and tin shop. 
FIRST SAW MILL 


In 1857 an old saw located between 
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the farm of Daniel R. Kerley ard 
Patrick Kearns. 


FIRST NEWSPAPER 


The first newspaper publisied in 
Chickasaw county was printed in 
Jackscnville. Isaac Watson... He 
pacer Chickasaw County 
Republican. It was a small sheet 
piinted by hand. 


namcs rms 


Isaac Watson was a square built 
middle aged man, and came to Iowa 
from Missoui, where he had been 
engaged in editing a paper. He was 
reserve, quiet, gentleman, w:th a 
natural instinct of a newspaper man. 
He published a paper that the most 
fastidious could not object to intro- 
duce into his family . 

The first issue of the paper ap- 
peared the fi:st Wednesday of May 
1858 finding that Watson would not 
be able to continue the publication 
of the Republican, on the 18th day 
of .December 1857, the “Chickasaw 
County Republican Association was 
fo:med, and the following amount 
of stock was suscribed: F. D. Bos- 
worth, $10.; D: Ay Babeock, $10; . J. 
H. Powers, $10; W E Beach, $10; 
J. Cole, $200 (turning in 49 acres of 
land to make the payment); H. H. 
Brakeman, $60. G. W. Howard, $10; 
J. P. North, $30; Little & Wood, $50; 
A. Vaughn, $20; and Cruver, $20. Ha- 
zard Green was elected President 
of the association and J. H. Powers 
Secretary. Walter E. Beach was cho- 
sen editor, to be assisted by whoever 
would be willing to contribute under 
his censorship. Earl, one of Beach’s 
boys about 13 years old had learned 
to set type and by walking over and 
working the press at night the paper 
was issued so for several months, 
but the burden was too heavy, and 
the paper died. 

Before this Watson fighting the 
the wolf from the door, there was 
and with a population largely engag- 
ed in making new homes and fighting 
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little chance to make a newspaper 
self-supporting, so after a few 
months of publishing returned to 
Missouri, where at the breaking out 
of the Rebellion he espoused the 
union side, and was killed by bush~ 
whackers. Strong in his convictions 
ag was shown by his being a Repuh- 
jican in Missourj before the wur, ne 
took aggressive ground in favor of 
w united conutry, and was sacrificed 
upon her altar, this way died the 
first editor of Chickasaw County of 


the great town of hope, Jacksonville 


of which today is only six corners 
left. 


SALOON TIME 


Charley Reilly who first worked 
behind a plow found that he could 
make better money running a saloon. 
Old pioneers often told of the great 
times they used to have in Jackson-~ 
villee, the town which was located 
on the old Military road from Me 
Gregor and Indians used to stop at 
the saloon making good company fur 
the old settlers. 


CONVENTION AT TCWN 


The first partisan convention held 
jn the county was in Jacksonville 
in June 1857, when the Republican 
party was organized, Gideon Gard- 
ner, F. D. Bosworth and J. H. Powers 
and David Edwards all of New Hamp 
ton met their when W. E. Beach was 
elected chairman and J. H, Powers 
secretary. An executive committee 
was formed of one from eavh town~ 
ship and Hazard, Green of Jackson- 
ville was chosen chairman of the 
central committee. 


Notable Citizens 


The principal citizens of Jackson- 
ville were W. E, Beach, Hazard 
Green, J. H. Dickens, Charles Fitch, 
Allen Vaughn, J. P. North, J, Cole, 
Hi. H. Brakeman, M, L. Palmer and 


Frank Cruver, 


Hazard Green 


Of the most important citizens of 
Jacksonville were Dickens and Green 
Hazard Green who was Jacksonville 
first settler and who conducttd a 
hole) in. a Jog house, and peng on 
the old military road from Fort At- 
kinson to Osage, was full customers. 
He wag ay ardent Baptist and prea 
ched sometimes jin spite Jacksonville 
never built a church. He was a man 
of sterling integrity, and although of 
limited educational accomplishments 
his influence among the new settlers 
was second to none, Of medium 
height, dark complextion and a full 
face adorned with a large mouth that 
dpread across his. face when he 
smiled and accustomed to the priva- 
tions of a new country, he was a 
true type of a successful pioneer, 
Like most men who have kept to the 
front as settlements moved wesiward 
he had received local poVizal hon- 
ors, and he always poinved out the 
practicability of any easure that he 
Was advocating by declaring, That’s 
the way we did jin I[llinois when J 
was a member of the Board of Su~ 
pervisors. 


W, i. Beach 


W. E. Beach as living in a shell 
of w frame house, and was an enthu- 
blast as to the future of the town. He 
had lithographed plat of the own of 
Jacksonville, [llinoly, after which 
they had patterned and he pointed 
out where churches, schogl houses 
tnd other public buildings were to 
be located and the probable route of 
the railroad that would pass through 
from the east to west. He was well 
acqudinted with many things alsv 
well informed, genial, when in good 
humor, irascribe under small prova- 
cation, and a perfect pattern of hon 
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esty and served two terms as Recor- 
der of the county. He had been a 
member of the House of Representa- 
tives in the State from which he 
came, and was well informed as to 
passing political events. Anyone ta- 
miliar with his besetuing weakness 
could tell at once when he had been 
annoyed and if they took council of 
prudence, they left him alone at 
such times. This petulance, under 
slight provocafions was the bane of 
his life and he often sat in sackcloth 
and ashes, as he recalled and regret- 
ted what he had said to others. Un- 
willing to do. or even think a wrong 
to others, people learned to. overlook 
this weakness, and measure him for 
his true worth. 


J. H. Dickens 


J. H. Dickens had come from Jack 
sonville, Illinois, and. the town of 
Jacksonville was platted and named 
after that town. Dickens was a 
Methodist minister and had consid- 
erable of the gift of eloquence and 
commenced ga.hering a cong. egaiion 
to which he preached a pa.t of the 
time. fhe was by nature disputant 
and to battle for his creed was to 
him meat and drink and seldom a 
visitor left him without first having 
received a printed sermon that had 
been prepared by him, wiih the as. 
surance that if it was read with care 
he would be convinced. 


Charles Fitch 


Charles Fitch was a good-natured 
overgrown boy and was not ecalcula- 
ted to make a very large mark in the 
world, but ha was a very good school 
teacher. Teaching the town school 
and received the honor of pene e- 
lected County Surveyor. 


J. Cole 


J. Cole was the son-in-law of J. 


A() 
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H. Dickens, also taught school and 
was the echo of his father-in-law 


Julius P. North 


Julius P. North was a young un- 
married man, a tinner by trade, and 
divided his time between his busi 
ness and Jooking after hig interests 
with her who subsequently became 
his estimable wife. 


Dr. V. Koren 
Missionary Minister for the Luth. 
when Jacksonvilfe was in its pri- 
me. 


Father Henry McCullough 
Pioneer Priest at the time of Jac- 
sonville 
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SadHOddds NOLLNAANOD 


At that conyention when the Re- 
publican Party of Chickasaw County 
was organized at Jacksonville the 
speakers were W. E, Beach, Gideon 
Gardner, Hazard Greey and J, H. 
Powers. In the remarks in the frl- 
jowing flection, 


Jacksonyijle was 4 prospective as- 
pirant for the county seat and Rey, 
J. H, Dickens was the p-incipal maue 
ager of her jnterest, 


Seat to Jackgcnville 


At the next election the sguthern 
candidates of the county were elec- 
ted thanks to the treachery of Jack- 
sonyille, This was undoubtedly due 
to the figuring of the Rey, J. H.[ick- 
ens to bring oyt Jacksonville ag 9 
riva] fpr the gounty seat. The Brad- 
ford men used he argument that if 
it was tg gq north, if ought to be 
in a place that was dry enough t 
allow of the building ef a town, and 
as New Hampton as sq wet that it 
would be impossible to build any- 
where only on a little knol, it ought 
to go to Jackgonyille, and thus prac- 
ticed upn the creduity of its election 
Jacksonville could ke most easily 
beaten, beside it would divide the 
north, | 


186§ 


Dp. H. Kyrby and John Lynch erect- 
ed a store and James McCone and 
Badger Murray cqnducted a black 
gmith shop. Ong of the latest black- 
smiths of Jaeksonyille was Mr, slin 
dee, 


POSTOFFIGE 


A Postoffiea was also located in 
Jacksonville and mail was delivered 
a few tits during the week from 
Medregor, Mr. Carlson as the Post- 
aster 
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COFFIN MADE 


During that time a fleshy woman 
died and as there was no lumber 
out of which fo make a coffe, ex- 
cept some paplay boards that had 
been sawed gut of poles, and were 
not edged. Post were set up and then 
wp Ske | hous, 
and # pjlicheqg youot for ~ ecver. Wood 
coal was used tg colr the coffiy and 
heeswax Wag used aps a varnish. 


rided the siding of 


Impassahle Reads 


During the summer of 1857 the 
voads were almost impassable and 
large drags nad to be built to pull 
wagons on it over bad places with 
teams of eight yoke of oxen, 


Plowing Virgin So-4 


Breaking teams with plows cars 
rying beams sixteen feet long, eight 
jnches square at their largest places 
pnd drawn by eight to ten yoke of 
oxen. The furrow turned was from 
{wenty-eight tu thirty-two inches 
Wide and the forward end of the 
plow beam rested on a pair of trucks 
the wheel running in the furrgw bez 
ing a jittle the largest, the beam 
being raiped and lgwered with a 
lever the rear end of which was set 


‘and held in place by a pin running 


through the lever and two uprights 
at the rear end of the beam, The 
thickness of the furrow could be 
eentrolled by this lever and it varied’ 
from two inches on smooth prairie 
te such depth as the conformation 
y eharacter of the groyud demanded. 

In approaching 4 groove of small 
timber, no halt was made, but the 
lead onen, which were generally se- 


fected us being especially udapted to 


this service, would stride the young 
groth and bend them down, and if 
{ou Jarge they weuld be lopped with 
un ax, the plow would be let down 
so un to eut deeper, and under the 
whip, every ox would settle himyelf 
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for a pull, some time poplar trees 
four inches in diameter go down like 
grass. Of course, only small oaks 
could undergo this treatment, for 
they have a very firm and hard tap 
root and it would be necessary to 
grub them before breaking. Hazcl] 
brush that wus as high ic hide rhe 
team from view was not considercd 
an obstruction and was rolled under 
as readily as prélirie grass. 


S:caling Timber 


There were many stories about 
adventures in stealing timber. There 
was living east of Jacksonville a M» 
H. W. who had a fine piece of tim- 
ber, and the boys laid plans to sc- 
cure a part of it. 


Going to the owner in confidence 
they told him that they knew where 
they could get some fine logs, but 
as they had no team, they could noi 
avail themselves of their knowledge 
They proposed to cut the logs and 
help him load, if he would draw t« 
the halves. He readily assented, and 
they took him around through the 
brush so that he did not know his 
whereabouts, and for two days he 
hauled logs. On Sunday he thought 
he would go out and look after his 
own timber, when to his surprise he 
found that he had been stealing off 
his own land. 


4th July Celebration in Jacksonville 


At the 4th July celebration of 
1857 many came walking and ft was 
the only celebration in the county. 
The speaker of the day was Rev. J. 
H. Dickens, supplemented by remark 
and songs and the song that appeared 
to give the most satisfaction was one 
‘which run, ‘‘The cars are coming 
through this town, I know and this 
was responded by “No north, no 
south but all citizens of one county, 
Green, the founder of Jacksonville 
may his enterprise p¢ successful and 


his memory as green as his name” 
This thought brought out a speech 
from Hazard Green, and he glowing- 
ly pictured the cars running through 


town, and exulted in the prospect of 


hearing the steam whistle in’a few 
months. This called for the 1ieviti- 
fioh ot the sone vane Cert Are-Coms 
ing Through This Town, i Know.” 

The gatherings of the | sparsely 
settled population could not help but 
make a joyous time, for it was not 
often that these old settlers met and 
broke the loneliness of their hard 
lives as they were struggling to make 
homes. Jacob Clason led the music, 
and he had brought a little wheezy 
melodeon, and the pride with which 
he displayed it was equal to that of 
any modern Miss when she receives 
her first piano. 


A Hurried Marriage 


One time a couple came to J. H. 
Powcrs and desired a mariage li- 
cense, which was issued to them. 
They also desired to be married by 
him which he had no authority to 
do but he informed them that he 
would take them to judge Bailey. 
When they arrived about one mile 
from the home of the judge they 
found him loading hay, when he was 
told these young people have a little 
business’ with you. Want to get mar- 
ried, don’t they To this he was told 
that they did. At no time had the 
judge stopped work, and as he placed 
another fork of hay and commenced 
treading it down. He swung around 
and asked them if they wanted to get 
married. They nodded an affirmative 
and without stopping his work, the 
judge said, “All right drive on, you 
are husband and wife, Powers, make 
out the papers “which was obeyed. 


Hungry Children 


M. C. Roby who was not possessed 
with many of this world’s good, but 
he had a large family of children 


teanentpamasitetic sin teint TED 


* one 1 aie cs ei 
pes ane suai! oar tanec 
dogo pon athe ont Loreblg’ et 
1 foaqeiny, sii Bete ‘bee sewer! 
wet bt (gate min ate: od galieant - 
ws ey) on tOY 5 att sit? ddbinenn 
oa WE ag he ik aoe ee ES tere 
MPO A t jet me's’ faucet? Bit 
givewbae gt) Ao zpeisariicy ‘ott 
ted Glut ton loos stoi falda (bolted 


~e 


dint « aw dt 307 =p “ira 8 ph taney 
bine Juin) esti Ho 420 Iedt catty 
bias tisihd: fo \akonilenel sat oslo id 


Hain ob Ruilgyyi: stew “oh ep govil 
iain of bet- soa doth, 2eawd 
ysoorw. atfiil @ fdauord. tid of tine 
dotthy iw abiiq oft bate fogbalscst 
ho edt: a! houge wow HM be pekGgait og 
soyvinuwe Date poh. caida atighent oes 

oon Feit seal 


opeinigM ‘beitwhH A 


IU uf Stns signed s guit oO 
“if sgeiterd. & boteob ban erwowt 
ties of bow 2sw dotdw.,curigo 


vd barred od of busizeb ocala vot 
of ySiodive on bal of doisttw raid 
on isi} mods boarolai al jud of 
igh eahut vt role gael hinow 
oti st jvods heviris yed! poatW sa 
vo epbut ait to ortod onl’ mon 
hw 50 noltw vad grtitiol ati feryot 
ulltil 2 ove sigoeq pinoy oapeld blot 
“yk got IneW voy déiw eeaiieud 
biat anw sf gids oT  ‘yorlt aod bolt 
att Dad omth Go 4A bth Yodlt isc 
Hysronsley od 28 bat phtow boggols sgbut 


hesnennie Lae ya to At yodtons Yo aaiterdoton ut sb 


bruow wiawe oH cvob 2% gatbust 
endemic crslele ser cexbr a 


¥ 
; j 
<7 a! 7 
My 
ra) Y 
iy Pd he 4 
aint 
' 
iH 


OR ene sof bigow bee | 

i pid ot prow eeorh), gut 
ane sinh ot ifgialy 4d ane padkt 
WiPledoy Sor 26 wv wolv most 
vabes ballon any baa. noltourtedo 1 ab 


aR, S15ERIG. Bh Ube 26 
rAsdaniT gitar 


iuds corvele yon” anew aet 
giahtt “oder yritiiode at 2inibevbe 
Mi # ollivavedesl Jo tase paivll esw 
“att! lo syvig gal? 5 Bat ofw Wb 
soe ot oral biglevod ont bam aod 

4b do 78g 6 ya 


qurtehttean ni onrwe orl? OF yniod 

vier word gon todd oid blot Coat 
ind eyol omit git Lee blues yar 
OA Wives, goed od Ga bent yond ‘26 
onhot wena pelt to eovivumodd Have 
bas eyol adf tw of borogovg Rach 
oy web hiteovr of it baol 
bas dapnoeas, ytibear ot pares oft 
of) Aguowht bays ait goot eit 


ait worst jon bib st tent oe dewid 


of aynbh owl vet ban aluodgsiedw 
ddgvons Git vabane aO ayol bol 
ait 9dt8 dont bre dO ‘op we 
yd gulag att 'od enctw vedentiy 


aged 


Las < a ae 
- F : = 
ee al 
i 2 _ a . ne ~~ 7 
- al = Sah " > 
z - = 7 : 4 =“ 7 - rea a a ’ > 
= 2 oo i a, < - 
big PO? 5 ian = 7 
’ a aes |) 
me ~— —~ ss 
eo -< “(ie re 
- = -_— - — 
a : ee ig 
* . : 


ee —, 
<a" 
er 


= 


i ws 
‘ ay, 
; ei, 
wx ° 
| a! 
‘ r 
} - ‘. 
> se 
f 
i 
\ 
; 
§ 
‘’ 
} 
9 
7 sa a 
A x vd 
4 ‘ 
* at 
A Phy LG 
i a i 
ef, Pe 
‘ON oe 


~Listory of Jerico and Jacksonville ‘Towrship 


= at 


and during the inter of 1857-58 he 


found that it was hard work to kecp 


the wolf from the door. 


At one time he tound himself 
without a mouihful fo cat 20 juis 
house and he started out to find 


something. When night came he did 


not come and the littl ones were 
crying tor something to ea, The 
house was cold and the mo.hey de- 
cided. to put them to bed to keep. 


them warm, but they cried for food, 
and the mother had to whip them {to 
make them go to bed. 


Jn the meantime, Roby had secur- 
ed half a bushel of corn, and taking 
it to David Edwards “Little Giant” 
Mill, and hitching on an old stag, ne 
led him around until the corn was 
ground, and then taken on his back 
and cayiied home, When he got hone 
they made mush and the children 
called up and made happy with a 
good meal. Roby used to say that he 
could hardly keep the tears back 
when he went to take up his litte 
girl and found the tears still stand- 
ing on her face where she had cried 
herself to sleep because she was 
hungry, 

Two Days Walk For Buy: Jal 


Between Lee’s and  Jacksonvi..e 
werg Noe] Ga-es on the east bank 
of Little Turkey, A. M. Snider and 
Hugh Johnston on the hill west of 
Little Turkey, Wm Everingham in 
the timber, and Dan Kirby on the 
east bank of Crane Creck. Sylvester 
Reiley was living on svction seven, 
Terance Commertord on seclion five, 
Owen Galigan on section eight, and 
Amos J, Smith on the southeast cor 
ner of section six, in township ninety 
six, range eleven, 

There was a Catholic church (St. 
Ignatius Church) on the northwest 
corner of section eight (Reily Ridge) 
jt being the first place of worship 
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erected in the county. A. 
lived about forty rods, 
from the church, and was every 
where known as “Yankee Smith,” 
and was a very strong Catholic and 
appeared to have care of the church 
building, 


A Phase A 14 § 
northwest 


A-catholic family living in Brad- 
ford, one ot their children dying and 
(here bcing no other consecrated 


ground in the country, they took the 
child on a sheet which was aitached 
to two poles, like a- stretcher and 
carried the same the whole twenty- 
seven miles on foot. It took them two 
days to go, and a little less to return 
As they laid the dead body on he 
ground hile they rested. It was a 
pathetic scene as I had ever geen. I 
must say that outside of that church 
Tf never have seen such devotion to 
the traditions of the church, so re- 
ported Mr. Powers of New Hampton 
who was a non catholic, 


Music by Mrs. H, H. Shaffer 


Up “Crane Creek” we find J, C. H. 
Miller, John and H. H. Shaffer, the 
three Palmer brothers and Langdon 
On approaching the loghouse of H, 
H, Shaffer the sound of music was 
heard and at standing at the open 
door we saw Mrs. Shaffer playing 
on .he violin, holding the instrument 
jn her Jap with the neck upward near 
the shoulder, The novelty of the 
thing, added to the sweetness of the 
music, was only equaled by the sur- 
prise of the performer when she 
found that she had an audience. Her 
husband was. elected County Survey-~ 
or and gathered a large property 
which he left to his wife and sur- 
viying children, (Later back in the 
history we will return to the Shaf- 
fers, 


Jacksonyille Blizzard 


On the evening of the thirteenth 
day of February, 1867, E. T. Runion 
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was on his way home from a trip to 
the east part of the county, and 
when he came to the house of W. 
A Betch about a half mile east of old 
Jackro ville, he called to see his 
dnuvhter, who had married Frank 
Weed, a sten-son of Beach, leaving 
his team st2nding in the road. His 
enuvh‘er Hannah, desided to £0 
heme with him an handing her fa- 
ther a bed quilt to be used as a 
wran, they started for the team. Just 
as they star‘ed tha team started also, 
and th*nking that they would over- 
take it in a few minutes th’ y follow 
ed. When th-v had passed b°yond the 
old Wolf place at the top of the hill 
it was cpen prairie to New Hampton. 
With the team in sight they folowed 
expecting to overtake it at once. Not 
more than a quar‘er of a mile after 
striking the prairie, they were struck 
by a blizzard, and the team disap- 
peared from view, but thev pressed 
on as fast as possible, thinking that 
they would overtake it soon Coming 
to two roads, the team took the right 
hand one and thev the left it being 
a "90d road that led much too far 
south. and of course all prosvects 
of overtaking the team disappeared. 
The sterm was blinding and they 
soon lost the road amid the drifts. 
Exhausted, Hannah could not walk 
any further, and as the storm and 
davkness prevented seeing any ob- 
ject they camped for the night. Run- 
ion wrapping the girl with the bed 
quilt and kicking the snow around 
her to keep her from freezing. Run- 
ion stamped and walked around her 
throuvh the night, to keep himself 
from freezing and to scare away the 
wolves that were howling around. 
When morning came he aroused 
his daughter for the purpose of gain- 
ing habitation, but found that her 
feet and leggs were frozen nearly to 
her knees, and that she could only 
hobble @ little with his aid. As the 
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storm was still raging he became con 
vinced that he alone could not suc- 
ceed. 

Betwcen Ice and Water 


And he decided to protect h:r as 
well as he could and go for help. 
Stamping the snow to get a place to 
protect her, he broke through the 
ice that had been formed by the. 
water when it was high, and then re- 
ceded, leaving a hollow cavity bet- 
ween the upper ice and the bed of 
the creek. Into this he put the girl, 
and crowding her down afer the bed 
quilt, he started for help. He finally 
reached Vincents one mile east of 
New Hampton, with his hands, face © 
and ears frozen. As soon as they 
could thaw him out, they took a team 
and went for the girl. To their dis- 
may the place could not be found 
and after hunting he rest of the day 
they re.urned to Vincens. The next 
morning the alarm’ was given and 
the entire male population of New 
Hampton’ started on the _ search. 
About 10 o’clock one of the searchers 
broke through where she was, and te 
the surprise of all she was alive. 
She was taken to the house of Mr. 
Jolly, where she received medical 
aid. As it subsequently appeared, 
when she was put under the tce her 
frozen foot broke through the ice in- 
to the water. Not knowing it, she 
left them there until the cold water 
extracted the frost. She was during 
this tithe in a semi-conscious state 
amusing herself watching the fishes 
and hearing the searchers calling her 
sleeping during the night. 

She suffered little from the ex- 
posure, only losing part of two toes. 


Twenty-five Dollar Votes 


Probably the first demand of any 
significance upon the managers of a 
party came from a man that de- 
manded twent-five dollars for his 
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influence jn controlling the No:we- 
gian vote of the northeast part of 
the county. Under the stress of he 
pecasion, as party s access adpiar.d 
doubtful, the gommittee weakly 
yiclded and pajd the sym demanded, 
it appeared to have accomplished its 
object and the voters cast their guf- 
frases as Cesired, but if ig verry 
doubtful jf if wag caused by the 
influcnce of the hired party, for ex- 
perience has shown that no class of 
people a.em gre moyed frgm prin- 
ciple ‘han our Seandinavijan cjtizens. 
At the next ejegticy the ccm.njt-ce 
found themsely.s cgaf:onted wiih 
the samg pyopos.tign, and .gr three 
consecutive years the twenty-five 
doliays was paid, 


Speaking of Gold 


Speuking of cgld, in thuse days Mr, 
Powers sajq “After 1 wag able te 
own a horse, I always took the pre- 
etucjon to ialkke candles and mtches, 
so that if oyertaken by 4 blizzard 
and forced tg gamp out, | could turn 
my sleigh over and keep from freezs 
jng by burning the candles wnder 
the sleigh. Subsequently J made the 
(liscoyery that by taking my dog in- 
to the sleigh his with the robe, his 
preath and body would sgon warm 
me, and by this means I have been 
saved much suffering. The precaur 
tion was always taken to take along 
paper and penci] and handkerehiefs 
so that if a storm ferved the re- 
leasing of the horse, {to be able to 
tie a message to the harse, tclling 
wherg 1 could-pe found, thus having 
jt act as & guide to a rescuing party: 


Has Tooth Pulled 


George Arnold ef Utica township 
eume (9 the offices of Mr, Powers and 
wanted two teeth extracted, remarks 
ing that every one that had tried had 
failed, 1 hitched en, and Hf you ever 
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heard the deepsgunding bey of ghe 
hloodhounds when he sighted hig 
game, you have a faint idea of the 
sound that followed, but fre footh 
came out, and so did a splinter of thy 
bgne {O Which it was gttavhegd About 
six weeks afterward I met han cy 
the prarie between his house eni 
New Oregon, with a shawl over hes 
head, On accosfting him he said tnat 
I had turt him so that he had been 
up {o have a doctor draw his other 
tooth and then pathetically added, 
“The darned fool pulled out more of 
the jaw boye than you did.” 


No Ghurch? 


Therg never way a church built in 
Jacksonville muy be tg the fact that 
the tow) was oly short lived, 
church pervises were held by Rey, 
J. H, Dickegs who was a Mu'hodist 
minjster and Hazard Green who wag 
a Baptist dong also some af the prea- 
ching at times most likely in the 
school house. Missions were he!d at 
different times in tents for the people 
of Jacksonville who had their bury- 
ing ground one half mijle south of 
Jacksonville. — 


Rajlroad Cgmeg 


from 1853 to 1869 Jacksonville 
wag quite a live and thrify town and 
it promised to be one of the most 
important business ¢enters, as a 
number of twon lots were sold and 
many residences were eregted. There 
was everything in Jacksonville tq 
make a well established town. But in 
1869 when the railroad was built 
through that section and left Jack 
sonville gome distance to ther ight 
of way the fate of the own was 
sealed. Tha merchants who had 
started business in Jacksonville re- 
moved to Lawler and other business 
enterprises closed up. 

Jacksonville is now but a memory, 
the hopes of Pickens and Green haye 
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not been realized. Jacksonville is a 
thing of the past and its erector, Mr. 
Hazard Green sleeps the eternal 
sleep in the little cemetery south of 
tlle ULd LOWy Site. 
ais. 
Nansen 

In the year loYu, a creamery was 
or.aniz.d by the foilowing farmers: 
b.ed D, Markel, A. H. Markel, Jo- 
seph Sewl, £d Sewl, Peter Konzen, 
Martin Dewell, Bill Mantsky, Ole 
Overboe and John Gordon, 

The creamery was loca.ed one half 
mue east and four miles south of 
Jeiico and was a small frame build- 
ing. 

Store Built 

There was a sture crected at the 
same time the creamery was bull, 
this store was erected and own.d by 
Mr, Sinclair, a nephew ot Mr. fiau- 
cis Dane. Mr. Sinclair was bach-lor 
and had his dry goods and groceries 
shipped irom New Hampton anu lat- 
er he sold his store to Ed Atileson. 

Naming of Nansen 

A postotfice was etsablished in 
1890 and Francis Dane the great bun- 
efactor of this section gave it ine 
name of Nansen. Mail was delivered 
from Lawler. Mr. Sinclair was the 
first Postmaster and Ed Attleson was 
the second. 

1903 

In the spring of 1903 when a new 
creamery was erected at Jerico the 
fate of Nansen was sealed. The 
creamery at Nansen was closed and 
the store discontinued business. The 
buildings at Nansen was purchased 
by Mr. Fred Sewl who moved them 
to his farm. Nansen is now like 
Jacksonville, only a memory. 

’ CHAPTER III. 
Churches of Jacksonville Township 
The St. Ignatius Church 
1856 
The first house of worship built 
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in Chickasaw County was at Reilly 
Ridge when in 1856, Irish settlers 
built St. Ignatius Church. 

There were several Catholic fam- 
ilies residing northeast of the town 
of Jacksonvill and it was almost im- 
possible for them to attend to their 
religious duties and _ obligations, 
hence the ardent desire for a church 
in their locality. This was a very 
difficult task as the old settlers were 
very poor, however, they succeeded 
and a beautiful church was eree.cd 
at Reilly Ridge, the place so namcd 
after the Reilly’s living there. 

Sylvester Reilly and ‘Terrance 
Commerford each donated 15 acres 
of and for the purpose of erecting 
a church. Other founders of the con- 
gregation were Patrick Gorman, T. 
B. Kelly, Owen Galiigan, Gerny 
Fitzpatrick, Theo. O’Leary, Wm. Gal- 
ligan, Sylvester Reilly and Terrance 
Commerford. It was a frame build- 
ing neatly constructed. The following 
each gave $10 for the building: Syl- 
vester Reilly, D. R. Kirby, Thomas 
B. Kelly, Patrick Gorman, Terrance 
Commerford, Walter Mitchell, Owen 
Galligan,, Jeramiah Fitzpatrick, Da- 
vid Kearney, and Patrick Kirby. $10 
dollars was a very big sum of money 


at the time. 
Ep Gated aa eye ee 


Rev. Finstat 


One of the most likeable minis- 
ter’s that served the people of 
Crane Creek Church. 
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In August of the year 18857 the 
first church, a modest slab structure 
Was completed and the emblem of 
man’s redemption was raised above 
the little church of St. Ignatius. Amos 
Smith raised the cross the sign of 
The Receemer and procltimed the 
faccto the members present. Mr. 
Smiith’s wif had charge of the Altar 
linen for forty years and her only 
earthly reward was to kneel and 
pray, knowing that above in the tab- 
erncle in the Golden Chalice was the 
Redeemer of mankind waiting to 
grant her a reward far above eartly 
things. She and her husband are now 
sleeping the last happy sleep in the 
church yard of Reilly Ridge. 


First Parish Members 


Thef irst members 
were: Owen Galligan 
Rose; Thos. B, Kelly 
wife; John Clarken and Koie his 
wife; Patrick Greene and Anna his 
wife; Wm. Bennet and Jane his wife; 
Hugh Reed and Anna hiswife; John 
Lynch and Bridget his wife; Mathiew 
Smith and Anna his wife; Ter§ance 
Commerford and Mary his wife; Ow- 
en Galligan and his wife Mary; Pat- 
rick Gorman and Ellen his wife; Jer- 
emiah Fitzpatrick and Kate his wife; 
James Griffin and Margaret, Micheal 
Mahoney and his wife Mary; Daniel 
R. Kirby and Ellen his wife; Amos 
Smith and Mary his wife; Walter 
Mitchell and Rose Ann Robelin his 
wife; William Galilgan and Anna his 
wife; Thomas McCarten and Margar- 
et his wife; David Kearney and Sar- 
ah his wife; Thomas Whaen and 
Mary Ann his wife; Francis McGurk 
pod Rose Ann his wife; Richard Mc 
Donald; Thomas Smith and Rose his 
wife; Timothy Leary and Mary his 
wife; Thomas Welch and his wife 


of the parish 
and his wife, 
and Celia his 
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John Hunter and Kate his wife; John 
Hilian and Mary his wife; Patrick 
Kearns and Eliza his wife; James 
Sullivan nd Catherine his wife; 
William Clinch; Mary Clinch; John 
Clinch; James Clinch and _ wife; 
James Cannon and wife; Micheal 
Connery and wife, Denis Biophy; 
James Grimes; William Grimes and 
l1Elen his wife; Micheal Campfield 
and Ellen his wife; Catherine Foley 
and ner son John; James Kelley 
and Rose his wife; John Meiroy and 
Mary his wife, Terrence Reiily; 
Hugh Reilly and Rose his wife; Ter- 
rence McAloon and Mary his wife; 
James Egan and Catherine his: wite; 
Patrick Connell and Ellen his wife; 
John Cronin and Mary his wife; 
Frank Craig and Mary Jane his wife. 
There were about 119 persons pre- 
sent as members by the first ded- 
ication of the church and names 
listed above the reader will find now 
in New Hampton, Lawler, Lourdes, 
Cresco, Jerico and Alta Vista. 


The Old Settlers 


The old settlers dressed in plain 
homespun. There was not a sprisg 
wagon in the settlement. The settlers 
had nonest harts and willing hands, 
judging from what we see today a- 
bout us “they built better than they 
knew they suffered great hardships 
and privations, they came to this land 
for freedom and the ambition to be- 
come owners of land. A bond of sym- 
pathy existed among them. | «|| #B¥) 


Commerford Walks to McGregor 


A woman in the Reilly Settlement 
was sick. Shec alled for a cup of 
tea and there was none. Terrance 
Commerford whose children are well 
remembered in the Jerico com- 
munity and whos grandchildren are 
living in St. Paul, Minn., without a 
word, donned his coat and walked to 
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McGregor, a distance of sixty miles 
“and procured it. 
McDonnell’s Sacrivice - 


Logs hid-to Le procured: fo. build- 
ing homes and no log chains of iro 
wedges were in the pssession of the 
peop'e. Richard McDonell hea.d cf 
a foundry at -Decv.ah whzere the, 
could: beh ad, and on a December 
day in 1856 ven.uied forth on the 
periluus journey. He-was an honest 
wid courvageuos soul. He cro.sed ihe 
furkey river at-about where An- 
drew Winte:s now lives ana took: his 
way over the Spillville pia.ie, and 


at a point near where Conover now 


is, hes truck the creek and foilowed 
Eastward because he knew WVecorah 
was situated at the junc.ion of ih-s 
stream and the Upper Iowa River. 
He made the journey in satety anu 
procured the loge chains and two 
wedges. On his return trip he’ over- 
taken by stinging and _ blinding 
snowstorm and was frozen seyercly 
and suffered from the effects of those 
hardships to the day of his death. 


A Look of 1858 


It is nearly a hundred years since 
the first settlers came to wnat is 
known now as Reilly Ridge. Times 
have changed and if those old sett- 
lers would come back today they 
would not recognize the country. 
The splendid farms were only pat- 
ches here and there surrounding the 
cabins of the pioneers. There was 


not a frame house in Utica township © 
not. 


In fact Utica Township was 
known then hut Utica and Jackson- 
ville township where one and were 
known as Obispo and was so named 
by “Yankee Smith” for his patron 


Saint, St. Obispo. In 1858 the name’ 


was changed to Jacksonville and 
Utica. Jacksonville 
named by J. H. Dickens in honor of 


Township was. 
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his old home town, he having emigra 
ted from Jacksonville, Ill. Utica was 
named by Hugh Johnston, after his 
oid home in Venango County, Penn. 
At that time Deer roamed in herds 
over prairies and through glens, No 
plow broke the virgin soil from the 
Little Turkey to Spillville. The old 
military road from Fort Atkinson 
wound its way across Crane Creek 
where Daniel Kirby lived, west past 
Jacksonville, then a frontier tavern, 
to Pettibone which was located one 
mile of the present Eima north and 
then to Osage. The crack of the stage 
drivers whip is heard along the old 
military road. Long lines of canvas 
covered wagons still wend their Way 
westward. The harvest was bounti- 
ful in the year 1858 and the harvest 
has been gathered. The essential el- 
eimcnts of life are locked in the 
sheaves of golden grain that are 
ready for the threshing. The patches 
of corn around the cabins wave their 
tasseled plumes and store up and 
invite the elements. | | 


Naming of Reilly Ridge 


The settlement was called Reilly 
Ridge in honor of Sylvester Reilly 


and his good wife. Mrs. Reilly was 
related to many of the settlers and 
the door of their cabin, whcih was 
located not very far from the church 
stood wide open to the tired and 
weary,. They were ‘noted for their 


open-handed hospitality and every- . 


one was made to feel a welcome. 


Settlers of 1856 


Settlers who came to this com- 
munity in 1856 were Mr, and Mrs. 
Sylvester Reilly, Andrew Winters, 
Joseph Trout, John and Patrick Car- 
lon. They proved theiy worth and by 
dint of energy and industry each 
acquired a comfortable competence. 
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George Arnold. Built Church 


There were others who lived in 
this settlement who we:e hot mem- 
bers of Reilly Ridge congregation 
that deserve a tribute. George Ar- 
nold built the church and the car- 
penter work was honestly done, Wm 
Ever-ngham though net qa member 
of the church was liberal and his 
wife, Betty, was beloyed by all. 
Francis Dane was a friend. to the 
members of the congregation, He 
had moyed to this community from 
Vermont in 1854. He sold seed wheat 
to the settlers and fook their word 
as their only bond. Francs Dane 
was of revolutionary stock and his 
grandfather was a revoiutionary sol- 
dier who woke to the noof beas of 
Stark’s galloping horse when the 
alarm of April 19, 1770 was sounded 
and when the minut, men to its 
revallie awoke, He was honest and 
his character was as strong as the 
granite mountains of the native state 


First Burial PJage jn North lewa 


For years St. Ignatius Cemejcry 
was the only consecrated ground 
north of Dubuque. We notice @n in~ 
cideut of a pathetic burial that took 
place in this cemetery 94 yearg agv. 
A Catholic family lived south of 
Bassett having moved there in the 
year 1858. One of the little girls of 
of the family was taken sick and 
died and the futher and mother 
wanted the ¢hild burjed in consecra- 
ted ground. Tio the south east was 
Dubuque some eighty miles away 
and to the north west was St, lg- 
natius eemetery forty three miles. 
Two uncles of the child eonstructed 
a stretcher out of two sapplings and 
placed the little body in a sheet on 
the stretcher and started across 
country on foot. On the first day 
they reached a point midway be~ 


Pause 5¢ 


tween New Hampton and Fredcr- 
icksburg and at dawn of the second 
day they took up the weury quest 
end just as the sun was sinking they 
yeached the home of Amos Simjth, 


COFFIN MADE 


Amos Smith called Sylvester Rcj+ 
lly, Terrance Commerford and ovher 
members of the parish and a rude 
box was procured and the little 
body was laid fo rest in conseerated 
ground where her dust rest today, 
No priest was present but the sturdy 
sons of Erin knelt in prayer, the 
cold wind of the dying autumn sang 
the Requium and the angelic hosts 
winged a Benediction from the great. 
white throne. . 


BAPTISM 


The average number of children 
baptised in a year is not known 
from the beginning of the congrega- 
tion, there are records on hand from 
the year 1869 and up to the present 
time. From 1869 up fo 920, 459 
vhildren have been baptized. ~The 
show as high as 25 being haptised in 
number jn years varies, Records 
one year and as low astwo up until 
the year 1900 when 16 children were 
baptized and that numbey has been 
closg in line for the following years, 


MARRIAGE 


The first marriage was performed 
by Father Decailly at Thomas Me- 
Cartens when Catherine Sullivan 
was married to Francis Clarken. 


BURIAL 


The first burial was that of Mrs. 
Duffy in 1856. Mrs. Duffy was the 
mother of Mrs. Wm Clarken. There 
were no recurds kept for many yeHrs 
of burials at Hellly Ridge. 


NEW CHURGH 
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History of Jerico and Jacksonville Township 


In the year 1899 a new church 
was erected to replace the old one 
which had served the congregation 
tor so many years. The new struc- 
ture was erected at a cost og $12,000. 


It was a most beautiful building and . 


a document of God’s praise in the 
country. The finishing of the inside 
of the church was all in stucco. The 
windows were expensive works of 
art and gifts from members of the 
cong, 'egation, and represented the 
1uves of the saints, 


GOLDEN JUBiLEE 


On Wednesday, August 21, 1907 
the Golden Jubilee anniversary was 
Cuscrven, bene Se.Vaces be,4n in the 
avis Win tn celéy.ation of a 
Solemn High Mass with nvv. Fucner 
Ww Lonnell of Kazeltoa as ccl-brant, 


Fatiier Gallahane of Oelwein, aeu-’ 


con; Hather E. O’Donnell of St. Paul 
sub-deacon; Ve.y Kev. M. Meazher 
Of Ac.iecy, Mascer of Cereimo ics, 
wollowing the Macs Kev. ialier 
aacl.cy of Sumner deiivered an elo- 
Qucut and apprepsiale ScYfiuigu, cer~ 
vices at the church were .ollowcd 
by picnic iestivities 1n the 1. 5 
ivellly grove near wie cnurch. “« his- 
toric spot in the parisa, me old 
homestead of Sylvestey and Bridsct 
teilly, in whose honor the  sevtle- 
ment was named and at whose log 
‘cabin the parish was organized. 

A great feast had been prepared 
by the ladies of the parish and dur- 
ing the day more than 2,000 people 
were fed and participated in the 
happy ocassion. During the a:ter- 
noon, Mr. D. E. Kelly of Valpariso, 
Ind. gave a historical address and 
the evening was spent by the young 
people in dancing and merrymaking 

Church Destroyed by Fire 

In August 1910 the beautiful stuc- 
ture of which all the members of the 
congregalion were so proud became 
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a victim of fire, nothing could be 
saved and no one knows up to this 
day how the fire originated. 


t 
THIRD CHURCH BUILT 


In the fall of the same year the 
third church, a minor imitation of 
the second one was started and in 
the spring of 1911 it was finished 
at a cost of $10,000. The beautiful 
colored windows were replaced. 


CHANGING OF NAME 


At the consegration of the third 
church the name was changed from 
St. Ignatius Church to Sacred lleart 
Church which name remains today. 


PRIESTS OF THE PARISH 


The Priests of Reilly Ridge Jar- 
ish were res ding Priests of St. Rose 
parish about fou: miles of Waucoma. 
They served Reilly Ridge as a mis- 
sion as a stone parsonage was built 
at St. Rose by Father McCollouzh 
the second mentioned of 
Reilly Ridge. 
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Hissory of Jerico and Jacksonville Township 


Father Louis Decailly 


1854-1864 
Father Louis Decailly was a pion- 


eer priest traveling from settlement 
to another attending to the settlers 
spiritual needs. He was a close fri- 
Loras, 


end and relative of Bishop 
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first Bishop of Dubuque and _ said 
mass in the Sylvester Reilly Cabin, 
he also performed the first marriage 
in the Thomas McCarten cabin uni- 
ting Catherine Sullivan to Francis 
Clarken. He also attended to the first . 
burial of Mrs. Duffy in 1856. 


Father Henry McColloush 
1864-1867 


The second priest to serve St. Ig- 
natius Church was Father Henry 
McCollough he died when he was 
about ninety years old at the home 
of his nephew, Father. McCollough 
at Dorchester, fowa on August 1, 
1891, The remains were brought to 
Waukon by a large funeral proces- 
sion, and were sent for burial to 
Larchill, County Derry, Ireland, his 


native place. 


Father Patrick McGinness 
--Served during the Civil War days. 


Father Harrison kept a better 
church record and had missions at 
West Union, Fayette, Pinhook and 
New Hampton. His mother died at 
St. Rose and is buried there, he en- 
tertained many neighboring priests 
at his home. 


Farther Patrick Marelly 


1872-1876 
Father Farelly organized Mt. Car- 


Father P. F. Harrison 
1867-1872 
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History of Jerico and Jacksonville Township 


la her Patmeck Farelly 
1872-1876 


mel parish at Lawler when the rail 


road came to that town. Later he 
was transferred to Holy Cross, Shel- 
don, Carroll and Emmetsburg and 
made a Monsignor February 17, 192] 
He died at Emmetsburg September, 
1924 and burial was made at Deni- 
son. 
Father Michael Lynch 


1876-1877 


Father Lynch was only a _ short 
time as pastor he died at St. Rose in 
the spring of 1877 and burial was 
made at Holy Cross. 


Father Quirk built a new church 
at St. Rose and hada parochial 
school organized. 


Father R. A. Byrnes 
In the intervening time Father R. 


A. Byrnes of Lawler attended to the 
spiritual needs until the coming of 
Father McMahon. 


Fathtr McMahon 
1880-1881 
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Father McMahon had _ permanent 
charge while he was stationed — at 
West Union he also had charge of St. 
Rose Christian Prairie, southeast of 
Fredericksburg. Father McMahon 
was Prof. at St. Joseph’s College, 
Dubuque and held the parish at Wa- 
verly. He died at an early age of 33 
at Mercy Hospital in Dubuque, Juiy 
3, 1889. 


Father M. J. Quirk 
1877-1879 


Father M. J. Hennessey 


1880-1882 

Father Hennessey built a new mo- 
dern parsonage at St. Rose and the 
first vestments, sanctuary supplies 
and organ used for Benediction of 
the Most Holy Sacrement were pur- 
chased by him, and it was he who 
first used this religious service at St. 
Rose. 


Rev, J. A. Reilly 
1882-1834 


Priest from St. Rose had always 
served Reilly Ridge until to the 
coming of Father Reilly who seemed 
to be the first priest who specially 
was assigned to Reilly Ridge. 
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Father M. J. Hennessey 


1878-1880 


Father Hennessey remained on- 
ly two years but during that time 
he was very active.He bnilt a new 
parsonage at St. Rose see page 55 
aud the first vestments, sanctua- 
ry supplies and organ used for Be 
nediction of t'e Most Holy Saera- 
ment were purchased by him, and 
it was he w.io first used this religj 
ous serv.ice at St. Ros>. 


father J. I’. O'Reilly 
1880-188 2 


Father O’ Reilly remained only 
two years. Father O’ Reilly seems 
to have been the first priest who 
was specially assigned to Reilly 
Ridge 


Father D. W. Murphy 
1882-1884 


Father Murphy was the second 
assigned Reilly Ridge pastor but died 
a short time later and Reilly Ridge 
was served again from St. Rose 
and continued so until 1900 


Father John Hennessey 
1884-1889 


Father Hennessey came to Reilly 
Ridge the second time after the 
death of Fathey Murphy. In his de- 
clining years he returned to Ireland 
where he died in 1939. 


Father Patrick O'Reilly 
1889-1898 


Father O’Reilly was ordained in 
Ireland for the Dubuque diocese, it 
was here his first assignment, he was 
a quiet and peace loving person who 
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was well contended with the rural 
surroundings. 


Father Patrick O’ Reilly 


1889-1898 
Father Martin Hogan 
1898-1900 


Father Hogan was the last pastor 
who served Reilly Ridge from St. 
Rose as a new parish was estab- 
lished in Waucoma and a new par- 
ish was soOn organized in Jerico. 


Father Francis Wrenn 
1901)-1901 


Farther Wrenn was the third re- 
siding pastor of Reilly Ridge who 
was followed by Father Hassett. 

Father J. Hassett 


1901-1906 


Father Hassett was the fourth re- 
siding pastor who remained six 
years in serving the parish. 
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ST. ROSE 
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PARISH 


From. this parish near Waucome Reilly Ridge was serviced for 


46 years until 1900. St. Rose church was 


Father Martin Hogan 
1898-1900 


dismantled in 1915 
Father C. Sampson 


1906-1912 


“Father C. Sampson coming to 
Reilly Ridge as the fifth residing 
pastor was the first priest to serve 
the mission of Jerico, but the hard- 
ships of both parishes was too much 
for him and he was sent to other 
places. 


Father L. Craney 
1912-1914 
As sixth residing pastor of Reilly 


Ridge and the mission of Jerico 
this priest remained here for six 
years. 


Father Neenan 
1914-1920 


Father Neenan was 4 very pias 
priest, easy going, later he was sent 
to Strawberry Point where he died. 


He had a part basement dug and 
afurnace installed in the Jerico 
church. 
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SACRED mEART CHURCH-RECTORY Reilly Ridge 
This is a beautiful air picture ta:en by orcer of Facner Showa!ter 
Reil’y lvidge is the oldest Catholic parish in Chickesaw County, 


Father Manternach and Mr. and 
‘Mrs. Andrew Weigel, 


Father M. J. Manternach 
1920-1923 


Father Manternach remained only 
a short time but during that time 
he remodeled the parsonagy organ- 
ized wa cholr in Jerico und Sunday 
Schovl, During the summer months 
of that year the congregation of Rei- 
ily Ridge and Jerico were served 
from Dubuque, 

Rev, C. Sampson 
1923-1924 


At Christmas time in 1923 Father 
Sampson returned on his own re- 
quest to Reilly Ridge the second time 
and was a loved pastor of the par~ 
ish until his fatal death on Thursday 
May lst, 1924 on the Alta Vista rail- 
road crossing when the auto in which 
he was riding was hit by 4 freight 
train and he was instantly killed. 
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“High Altar at Reilly Rid 


Centered the Altar isa statue of the Sacred Heart of Jesus to 
which this oldest Catholic Parish in Chickesaw County is dedicated 
It isa beautiful piece of wood carving with The Last Supper below 
the altar stone dedicated to the service of God by the old Irish per- 
secuted for their faith by the English of old and who came to thig 


c»antry to build a new nation. 
Father Sampson ~ 


The body .of Father Sampson lay 
in state in St. Bernard’s church in 
Alta Vista throughout Friday. Sol- 
emn Requiem Mass was celebrated 
on Saturday with Rev. Farley, Elma 
as celebrant; Rev. Zeien, Alta Vista, 
deacon; Father Collins, Cecelia, sub- 
deacon; and Father Bowen of New 
Hampton, master of ceremonies. Fun 
eral services were held for Father 
Sampson Monday morning in Du- 


buque and his remains were laid to 
rest in the space reserved for priest 
of the diocese in the cemetery there. 


Dean M. H. Carey of New Hampton 


accompanied the remains to Dubu- 
que. 


Father M. J. Meyerhoffer 
1927-1930 


Father Meyerhoffer was the elev- 
enth residing prist of Reilly Ridge. 
He had the choir organized to sing 


High Mass in Jerico but remained 
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Rectory at Rettly Ridge 


Hequtifylly landscaped hy Father Holmbepg 1445-1947, ‘the rest, 
dence of the priest gf this qld Irish parish since 1900, one of the first 
Catholic parishes organized jn Chickegyw County, 
pniy threa yeapsy to serve Whe pare 
jsh, only a short tim ago he passed ‘ 


eway in someg other parish, 
Father J. E, Slowey 
493Q: 1932 
Father Slowey ag the = twelfth 
priest of Reilly Ridge had a winning 
personality and he specially was jn 
high esteem by won-Catholicls ef the 
community, He now is pastor of a 
parish in Basle Groye, 
Father Albert Nees 
1932-1986 
Fathev Ness done his hest fa car- 
yy the parishes during the flepres- 
sin years. He is now pastor in @ 
parish in Independence, . 
Father 6 B, @rumimy 
1§36«1989 


father Vrummy as the fourteerth : 
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St. Patrick Church Jeritco 
Church was erected in 1912 ata cost of $8000. Fnater Phelan 
p ure: ased a bell for the church and Father Steiert had the church 
beautifully decorated and stained windows installed. 


priest of Reilly Ridge remained 
three years from 1936-1939. He is 
very socially with people and able 
to deliver good sermons. Now he is 
pastor of St. Mary’s parish in Wau- 
coma. 


Father Francis J. Phelan 


1939-1941 % 


Father Phelan during the short 
time he was at Reilly Ridge he pub- 
lished a pastorial bulletin very help- 
ful to both parishes every week. He 
also decorated the church at Reilly 
Ridge and got a bell for the church 
in Jerico from St. Michaels in Gar- 
ber. He is now pastor of St. Mary’s 
church in McGregor. 


Father Victor Gerlemann 
1941-1943 


Father Gerlemann as the sixteenth 
residing priest remained only two 
years when he was called to a lar- 
ger parish. 


Father G. V. Steiert 
1943-1945 


Father Steiert had St. Patrick 
church of Jerico beautifully decor- 
ated and with stained windows re- 
placed. ROE Re 
Father L. J. Holmberg 

1945-1947 

Father Holmberg had the rectory 
at Reilly Ridge remodeled and the 
surroundings of the church and rec- 


tory landscaped. 
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Father Showalter who was a chap- 
lain in the navy has — successfully 
lead the congregation since 1947. He 
installed new furnaces both at Reil- 
ly Ridge and Jerico and enlarged 


and remodeled th basement of St 
Patrick church of Jerico into a 


church hall, 
Rev. McDcnald 


1924-1926 


From 1924 until November of 1226 
Father McDonald was priest of the 
parish, he was a very able speaker 
and was called to many neighboring 
parishes to preach. He organized the 
Holy Name Society and the Altar 
Society and a christian instruction 
class which were adopted b> his 
successors. He is now pastcr of a 
church in Waukon, 
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Jerico and Reilly Ridge ‘Today 


Reilly Ridge is a little bigger par- 
ish than Jerico, about fourty fam- 
liieg belong to that parish while the 
Jerico parish counts about thirty- 
seven. The Jerico parish would be 
the largest if all the Catholic fam- 
ilies living in that community would 
attend church in Jerico, St. Pat- 
rick Church of Jerico being estab- 
lished later than “Oud Lady of 
Lourdes” parish or St. Joseph and 
St. Mary’s of New Hampton, some 
of the families that attend church 
there should attend church in Jer- 
ico as being the closest. 

The Irish element so abundantly 
presented at Reilly Ridge nas been 
replaced by the Bohemian element 
and in Jerico the founders of the 
parish have blessed this life and 
two are resting in the cemetery 
nearby the church in the shadow of 
the cross reacring up into heaven 
in testimony of the Catholic faith. 


St Patrick Cemetery 


The resting place of Tom Ralph, Mr. and Mrs. Joe Ralph, Mr, 


and Mrs. Zack Kapler and Weigel baby. This cem 


etery has been 
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lookt up on by some members in an orphan way contrary to sen- 


sible thinking. The cemetery is Sai: enclosed with 


greens planted by the writer. 


CHAPTER lI] 
Churches of Jacksonvile 
PART Il 


The Crane Creek Lutheran Church 


Township 


1863 
As early as 1863 came to this 
community a group of earnest and 
resolute settlers, who believing with 
a deep conviction that regular and 
constant spiritual sustenance for the 
soul is necessary to the welfare of 


as his material 
the body. These 
first Norsemen were, Ole Anderson 
Kluven, Thor Halversen Faaberg, 
Hang Oleson Nigaard, Kristian Olsen 
Steinbakken and Soren Thorbjorn- 
son, 


the human being, 
nourishment for 


1864 
In 1864 came Otto Olson Nygaard 
Jetmund Knutson, Melchior Scheld- 


ever- 


rup Munson, Helge Matthews and 
Mikkel Svare, 


1865 


In 1865 Nils Ellingson, Lars Hel- 
gegaard and others came and most 
of all them names above had first 
settled in Stoughten, Wise. conimun- 
ity and then from there went to 
Yankton, S. Dak. Due to the un- 
friendliness of the Indians, These 
Pioneers again journeyed eastward 
in search for more suitable surround 
ings, which they found in the Crane 
Creek community. 


From Gosterdahlen, Norway 


Ten families who have made the 
ground stock of the Norwegian set- 
tlement of the Jerico and Saude 
community came from Gosterdahlen 
Norway and from the rugged land 
across the sea. These settlers had 
brought their sturdy honesty, their 
hardy determination to conquer and 
above all their love to God and the 
church of their childhood. Like all 
pioneers they endured many hard- 
ships, but in persevering they clung 
to their faith in God and worthwhile 
community enterprises. With their 
homes built, their first thought was 
that of securing the services of a 
pastor, who would baptize and in- 
struct their children, conduct divine 
services, perform marriages, com- 
fort the sick and dying an put aside 
the remains of their loved cnesg in 
God’s acre. 


--—i. 


Pioneer Minister 


In the year 1864 D, V. Koren who 
done missionary work in the com- 
munity conducted services every 
six weeks in a school house which 
was located then on the Andrew 
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yet 


adnan pice Oceasional BcYyliees - 


aS ren 

1864 | 3 
were also held in the Sommervitty 
schoolhouge, j 


Congregation a at Little 
Turkey 


In 1887 a congregation was organ 
ized in Little Turkey, now Saudg, 
Iowa, neighborhood, This congrega- 
fioa Baving calied De, V. Boreti ap 
thelr pagtor, bullt & church from 
timber logs. ‘to this:igg church sev» 
eval from Crane Creek vicinity Afr- 
tended divine services, 


Crane Greek Gongregation Organizad 


Acgsording to pavgchial reports, the 
Crane Creek congregation was ersan 
ized in the 189% with sixty guuls ba~ 
coming members, and by 1809 the 
conaregation had {ucreused to 106 
members, {9 187), the congregation 


was inoorporated and a yesy Jater 


a portion af land (the progeny elte) 
was purehased, logated pue mile est 


and two Iniles aout: of the present 


Jerico. ‘ 
- Shureh. Bulle 


ty nen year 1874 the first Lutheran: 


ehucch in the Crans Gygele sored 
ity was erected, it was & frame Hull 
ding, neatly puiit. 


“4876 
Tn 1676 the first confirmation AGEs 


vico Way heb An this church fur 


rire rr rr I NE 
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ieee Sentinel 


both Little Turkey and Crane crevk 
conlirmants, 


1877 


In 1877 the gopgregation agreed vo 
adopt the constitution as recarnmens 
ded by the Norwegian Synod, Hav-+ 
ing avplled fpr membership, tie con- 
pregation was admitted ag q member 
of the Norwegian Symod at thelr 
distyiet meeting held at Story City, 
Jowa. fas Helgegaard | represented 
Crane Creek. | 
-., 1888 | 

About the year 1888 a dpctorine 
controversy ognegmaing’ the call con- 
versition and election was raging in 
the Norwegian eynod end the con 
Bregailon split up inte twa fuetiens, 
The mesurious, whg excepted $600 
Ay paywemt dar thely share Ja» the 
property and moved up to Jerico 
and erected thelr e¢hurch there and 


th oters who from 1§89 have been 


members of the Nopwegian Luthare 
an Ghurch of America, 
Vacatlen eho! 
Grang Creek, sinee it {iret organe * 
ized, hus geen the aged of urging the 
parenty to avall themwselyeg vf shor 


“dey and longer periods of elementary 


ehtistian instruction, ‘fo beain with, , 
vacation summgr sghooly wera held’ 
in homeg wandusted by sormpetent 

jnstructorg. Mes, Shur Vikdal. Me 
Bottolt Bybavik aud Mr. L. P. Bone 

meysyags, have jn a perlod of yoare 

begn credited ag having taught tke. 
longest. Blogs the discentinuation | 
of tte eats pchool pian, the Sate, 
npcay plan hag heed xdepted, ale 
lowlag the children  perlod ef two. 
hourg instruction every Saturday 


. forenoon during the duration of the 
— wublic 


avhdal year, In 1942 forty 
iwo children wore entelled under 
the supervision of Rev, Ty Orlin 
Tergesen gad his wife, 
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‘\ Church Barryed by Fire 


On August 14, 1900 the congre- 


gation suffered the loss of their’ ’ 


first church, destroyed by fire, caus- 
ed by lightening. A new one was 
built under the leadership of Rev 
M. P., Dommersnaes at a cost of 
$2800, 


Wirt ¥ oh HS oa 


fs he ly : a} Mae , aah tee 
‘ - 
it ty ‘ ve A ; ' 


\.. Parsonage Built. 


During the year 1902 under the | 
leadership | of Rev. L. W. Boe the’ 
present site for the parsonage was 
purchased and a residence built. 


served Immanuel congregation - 


a — 


Rev. H. M. Finstad’ the En¢lish lan-, a 
guage has gradually come into use,j 
and mostly by the reason of..the); 
younger people who,had_ becoine:; 
less familiar with the mother lan-); 
guage of the pioncers, English is , 
used more than Norwegiin. a 


Serving Other Parishes 1 


‘Singe 1889 ' ‘Trane Creek hag’ also 
of / 
Saude, Iowa and in 1937 a branch ! 
-church was built in New Hampton ? 
which wag named after a Norwegian ' 


Saint of Catholic Days of old Nor-' 


‘Parish Hall Built 


During’ the time when Rev. Chris- | 


ten Heltne (1912-1922)' was: pastor 
of the congregation he had the par- 
ish hall built as a most © suitable 


meeting place for Ladies Aid, Lu-_ 


ther League, Saturday School and L.' 
Dat 


y leek yy i +4 ' 
Language of the Ohibeh Litany 

For many years the language from 
the pulpit and for business has been 
Norwegian since the pastorate of 


way, St. Olaf at New Hampton, Tac? 


. Both congregations are served by the | 


Crane Creek pastor. y 
ditaat 


The first record of the congrega- 
tion are not at hand ,because Rev. 
Moses the first pastor of the cons 
- gregation took them with him when, 


Baptism 


~he left the parish in the year 1889) 


and went to Decorah. These records 
were later destroyed by fire. There 
are records from the year of. 1889 
to ‘the present. time and we. learn 
from those records that the number 
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Se ee 


‘Township * 


_ During the year 1902 a site was purchased and a Reztory built 
by Rev. L. W. Boe and in 1942 the parsonage was remodeled and 


of babies. baptized from 1889 to 


spring 1921 were 326 children and. 


up to 1942, the number was 482 


baptisms. Tlhe records show , alsa_ 


that there were 18 baptisms in 1907 
and as low as 3 in the year 1903. 
* » Confirmed 


From fine year .1890 until March 
1921 there were ‘201 children con- 


firmed and by 1942 the number was 


407. The average number in a year 
was 9 and the highest for a year was 


13 while the lowest was 3. 


Marrlages 


Since the year 1889 there have 
been 75 couples united in marriage 
to March 1921 and to 1942 thre have’ 
been 132 marriages performed by 
the pastor of Crane Creek church. 


- Burials 


4 4 


Since 1889 till March 1921° there 
have been made 106 burials at Crane 
Creek cemetery and to 1942 the nu- 
mber was 166. 


RL NY 


pret pitty einer eet ity Sabeaid ae Bt " 


© qidenwoT fivnoaissh bie oaitul 10 rotalll 


enn’ teow nex) 


tied. yiodoe & bre bsentirud ao eS, f $00 sB8y Salado: , 
_ ban hwioburiwn asw ggartonwa oli See! ol bits 90%! a, Gore & eal e : ha 
7 baqusae baal wom agribasoyaed? “, la "he 


 apw jhevol ort oltdw gy OF eaBi mort | honitqad aoided: ft, # ye : 


; | | big Saablits O86 gags, 4 ree 
Etaid aonsliiaM Soe ant: “pd tte x | 
Senge ganilt G8Si ihey sat Bite, é ale wore 2toont : y ; 
 Suaitsemn fi batiow, elquas oh ated se ad iB pod he 

.y, wter, optd SPOT oF baa 1S@r- stub of: eras a 


Yd bonHOlIg adaninam SEL aged 
lie actin ager) sets to ttt att 


of oi 


ae LP ee aan ’ 


ing on the Andrew Anderson farm 


Ooi | gb t test AY | Paget eed Aue 8 
‘History of Jerico and Jacksonville Township 


ead pram ose emneee a t 5 OaNe Were 


ee het a ‘ - 


_. “The Fellow'ng Pactors Have 
Served Crane Creek 


Tee 


4 
ey 
: ie 
| . Dr. Lars W., Boe ng os 
_Dr. V. Koren ~ 1901-1904 _ ES 
1864-1869 = =» 3 . Dr. Lars Boe stayed only a shor 


Dr, V..Koren w ‘3 ‘a missionary 4; Ae : 
‘ 7h tae eye i : .~ time but during that time the pre- | 
pastor who built. a log church in 8 re RF 


1867 in Little, Turkey which place Sent site of the parsonage ‘was pur~, 


SB gL 


a A : A a ths 
was later.named Saude. He also chased and a residence built in 1902.4 


a 


had services in a school house near 
the present Jerico which was stand-. 


about the year 1884. 


we 
: 7 ‘ « 
mh 
fad . 8 a 
Rev. Ctto Mostrom aerate ht 
1904-1808 ieihias *: 


Rev. Mostrom was the second pas=) 


Rev Jchn |. Moses tor of Crane Creek who followed a* © 


1869-1889 | : ; » 

Rev. Moses was the builder of the four year course in serving the con-’ | 

first church in 1874 and sevved the gregation. _ Rela 
congregation longest of any pastor, . ekg Wij 13.4 
f Crane. Creck, bite? 
nt 
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td bAts £ 

f yf oki 
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Rev. Olaf M. Wangensteen 
1891-1901 ae bined ha es 
Rev. M. P. Dommersnaes built a is pastor served four years only 


new church in the 1900 at a cost of like his two predecessors, Mostrom 
$2800. e and Boe. 


Rev. M. P. Dommersnaes 
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Rev. T. Orlin Torgeson 
ee 1940-1948 


Rev. Torgeson served as the tenth ees 
pastor of the congregation, he had ~ 
the parsonage remodeled and under ~ 
his leadership the seventy-fifth an-— 
niversary of the congregation was» 


Rev. Christen Heltne observed on Sunday, June 21, 1942. 
1912-1922 During the First World War Crane 


E _. Rev, Heltne had the parish hall Creek had 18 stars on its service 
> built in 1913, he had puritan learn- ¢yap of young serving from the con- ae 


ing toward social activities. : E : 
g . gregation in the war with one boy _ 


e ee dying of the flu in a camp, James ~ 

q i Attleson, who died at Camp $8 fer- © © 
ee gon Barracks Oct, 26, 1918 and he ~~ 
a i is buried in the Crane Creek ceme- «_ 
: H tery. A special welcome home ser- ~~ 
is vice was given by the congrenation 
:. in which Rev. Madson of Boyd gave © 
a the service at the church, At noon 
- 5 ak free dinners were served to all pre- *. 
ae ae C4 Ae fe snt and special ‘tables. were re- . 
. Rev. J. A. Erikson served for the soldiers. The follow-.~ 
(ee 1922-1927 ing Soldiers and Sailors were pre- *-— 


. ean .. Eri ed the congre- ; | 
; Ration’ hala oh piles Aa eh > ae sent: Grover Johnon, Andrew John- ong 
| with the young people of the con- son, Andrew Knutsos, Ole Knutson, ~ 
a gregation, Bert Douglas, Arthur Cutsforth, Ole." . 
‘a Abe ' - Anderson, P. Powers, I. Ferkingstad 
Hans Attleson, Johs Hildahl, Olie 
Fossen, Olaf Throndson, Douglas; 
Cochran, Sjur Vikdal, Jens Vikdal, © 
Alfred Jordan, Williams Kearney, ~ ; 


Bi sep Ole O. Johnson, G. Gott, Ole Hop-- » 
i" “a pestad and.Irvin Alexson. 

hae Second World War 

RS ————— In thé second World War the fol- 
ge) Rev. HH. M. Finsta lowing boys served from the con- 


Fiat alk sy - 1940 é 
fi nN youn ger re Sens into the gregation: Jetmund Nystel, Ingvald - 


» life of the congregation during the Nystel, Erick Nystel, Alfred Jerdee, 
* time of pastor Finstad, he wag well Alfred Attleson, John Attleson, Raul 


a ii -Luther- es , 
a noi ayy cae ae aa St Flatjord, Gilbert Christenson © and 
Olaf congregation in New Hampton Arthur Gordon, 
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CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS 


There are three active church org- 
anizations in the congregation, the 


‘- Lydia Ladies. Aid, The Lutheran 


Daughters of the Reformation and 
the LutherLeague. 


. THE LYDIA LADIES AID 
- Mrs. Halvor Nelson, the Ladies Aid 


historian: is to be credited with the 


following writeup of that organiz- 
ation. 

One day in May in the year 1887 
a number of ladies met at the home 


of Mr. and Mrs. Gunnar Halvorson, 


who at that time lived in Jerico in 
the house now owned by Andrew 
Throndson. Mr. Halvorson was the 
parochial school teacher and there 
was no resident pastor, this congreg- 


-otion being served by Rev. Svenno. 


Mrs. Halvorson, who was a sister 


of Paul & William Sanderson, took 
.. the load in organizing a Ladies’ Aid. 


This Aid wos to work for the home 
church and also for home and foreign 
missions. 

Records were kept of all the meet- 
ings, but this book was lost so that 
what we write in this early history 
is only whot some of the older mem- 


\ 
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, TAE LYDIA LADIES AID 
eae Crane Creek Church 1942 


bers have been able to tell us. > 4 


There were eight women * whol 


joined the Ladies’ Aid at this firs 
meeting. They were: ae 
Mrs. Kari (Gunnar) Halvorson } ; 
Mrs, Kari (George) Otteson Bay! 
Mrs. Ingeborg (Halvor) Nelson }- : 
Mrs. Kari (Jens, Attleson ae 
Mrs. Kari (Tollef) Ellestod Johnson 
Mrs. Martha (Peter) Ellestad John- 
son 
Mrs. Betsy (John) Gordon F 
Miss Sonneva I. Olson, now Mrs, 
Tom Tompson of Duluth, Minn. 
The officers elected at this meet- 
ing were Mrs. Gunnar Halvorson for 
prsident and Mrs. George. Utteson, 
and Mrs. Fred Christenson often 
walked to aids in the Jerico 
community. Sometimes they had 
to walk home again too, but most 
often they caught a ride part of 
the way with someone going in 
their direction. . 
Peter Ellestad Johnson very 
often drove the team for the lad- 
ies when Ladies’ Aid day came 
around, but one time when he 
couldn’t go he asked his niece, 
Sigrid Ellestad, nww Mrs. Paul 
Sanderson, to drive his team for 
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- him, which she consented to do. 
~*~ Yhe team he brougiut lor her to 


drive was a big waiie horse and 
a little black mule, and al.hough 
she was teased a great deal abuut 


» her “evenly” matcned team. tney 


did get to Ladies’ Aid anu nome 
again too without any tlat tires 
or engine trouble. 

_ Mrs. Andrew Johnson, who is 
a daughter of Mrs. Kari Atileson, 
recalls a meeting held at the Fred 
Christenson home to which she 
took her mother, driving a single 
horse and top buggy. When tney 
arrived at the Chrisien:oa hone 
they learned that Mrs. Christenson 
had sat at the bedside of her sick 
mother all night. in the moining 
she had gone home and p-«pe.ed 
her house go that everything sho- 
uld be spic and span when the 
ladies arrived in the afte:noon. 

The Aid continued as an active 
organization for several years and 
during those years Mrs. Halvorson 
remained president and Mrs. Geo- 
rge Otteson, secretary-treasurer. 
When the Halvorsons moved out 

-of the community, the Ladies’ Aid 
was discontinued and for a numb- 
er of years there was no aid until 
it was reorganized in 1901. 

On October 2nd, 1901, a number 

-“of ladies from the Crane Creek 
Congregation, met at the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. George Otieson 
This is located six miles north of 


i New Hampton, and two miles west 


and three miles south of Jerico, 
on what is now Highway no. 63. 
Due to the absence of the pastor, 
Rev. L. W. Boe, the meeting was 
conducted by L. P. Dommersnacs 
-who was parochial school teacher 

. here, 3 
There were twelve ladies who 
became members at this first 


_. meeting. They were: 


Mrs. George Otteson (Mrs. ) Ole 
Jerdee’s mother ) 

Mrs. P. J. Ellestad (Grover John- 
_gson’s mother) 

Mrs. Tollef Ellestad (Mrs. Paul 
Sanderson’s mother) 

Mrs. Albert Herman (Mrs. Paul 
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- Sanderson’s sister) 
Mrs. Martin Nelson (Halvor Flat- 
jord’s sister), 


‘Mrs. Torkel Attleson (Sjur Attle- | sa 


son’s mother) 
Mrs. Jens Aitleson (Mrs. Otto O. 
Otteson’s mother) 


Mrs. John Gordon (Edward Gord- 


on’s mother) 


Mrs. Otto O. Otteson (Mrs, Ed-— 


ward Gordon’s mother) 

Mrs. Anna H. Peterson ‘(Knut 
Peterson’s mother) 

Mrs. Jim Johnson (Mildred Jc ha- 
son’s mother) 

Mrs. Fred Christenson 
of Ole, John, Gertrude) 
Mrs. George Otteson was elect- 

ed-president and Mrs. P. J. Elle- 

stad treasurer, and both of them 
served four years. The first three 
annual busine:s meetings were 
held at the George Otteson home. 

This home is now occupied by his 

son, Andrew G. Otteson and fam- 

ily. 


(mother 


Rey.Finstad on his Wedding Day 
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The second meetisg of the now- 
ly organized Ladies’ Aid was held 


~ at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Mart- 


joined and in June Mrs. 


il = Nelson in Jedico. Five new 

names were added to the list of 

members at this meeting. 'Lhey. 

were: 

Mrs. Knut Snethun (Torkel Att- 
leson’s sister) 

Mrs. John Attleson (Ed Attleson’s 
inother ) 

Mrs. Ingeborg Halvorson (Nels & 

Henry’s mother) 

Mrs. Andrew Johnson (Mrs, Sjur 

Attleson’s mother) 

Mrs. Ole I. Olson (Mrs. Andrew 

G. Otteson’s mother) 

At the third meéting held at the 
Albert Herman home, Mrs. Ole 
Njos, Mrs. Hans Njos’ mother, 
became a member, at the four.h 
meeting held at John Gorden 
home, Mrs. Jetmuind Anderson, 
Mrs. Andres Nystel’s mother, be- 
came a member, and at the fifih 
meeting held at the P. J. Elle- 
stad home, Mrs. Anfin 'Chrondson 
(Andrew’s mother) became a 
member. Then in March Mrs. 
Hans Uglum (Bakke Olas mother) 
John 
Ofstethun, Mrs. Jacob Urnes’ 
mother) so that before the organ- 


ization was a year old there were 


est, twenty-two members. Only seven 


- of these members are now living 


and four of them are still active 
members of the Ladies’ Aid. They 
are Mrs. Martin Nelson, Mrs. Tor- 
kel Attleson, Mrs, Sigrid Otteson, 
and Mrs. Andrew: Johnson, Mrs. 


‘Ottesos, however, has been unable 


to attend meetings for over a 
year because of a broken hip. No 


"new members were added to this 


list until the fourth annual bus- 
iness meeting when Mrs, Andrew 
Throndson joined, except Miss 


- Nelli Boe who joined during the 
» second year and was a member for 


only a short time. Since then there 
have been some dropping out and 


new ones added each year so the 


membership has remained about 


the same from year to year be- 


tween twenty-five asd thirty. The 


largest membership was thirty- 


four which was in the year 1928. Ri 
Mrs. Mikkel Njos was president m8 


at that time. 
The membership dues 


also pays ten cents a year per 
capita Gues which goes to W.MLF. 
Headquarters to be used for print- 


ing programs and pamphlets for 


our use, and it pays for one sub- 
scription to the News Bulletin 
which is sent to the president of 
the Ladies’ Aid ouce a mon.h, It 


was in the year 1911 at a meeting . 


held the 22nd of November at:the 
P. J. Ellestad home that our 
Ladies’ Aid decided to join the 
Kvindernes Missions Forbund. 
Business meetings for the puc-. 
pose of electing officers and bal- 
ancing the books for the year have 
always keen held in the fall, 
sometimes as late as in December. 
It was not until the 27th of Nov- 
ember, in 1967. at a yearly mcet- 
ing held at the Andrew Throndson 
home, that the Ladies’ Aid voted 
to transact their annual business 


at the first meeting held in the 
-month of October. : 
It was not always easy for the © 
women to attend the meetings of 
‘the Ladies’ Aid in the earlier days 


of its existence. They didn’t have 
a car waiting for them at the 
door when they were ready to go 


“as most of us have now, and they > 


didn’t have a telephone so they 


could call their neighbors to see . 


if they were going. Some of them 
drove a horse and huggy, others 
a team and lumber wagon, but 
still others having no other way of 
getting to the meeting would walk 
and hope that there would be 
someone there with whom they 
could ride part of the way home 
again. 


which. * 
have always been ten cents, are ae 
paid wnoether the member attends | ,* 
a meeting or not. Each member © ’ 


It was not always easy to enter- ‘— 


tain either in those days, as many 
had small houses. The Hall wasn’t 
built so they all had to entertain 


in their homes, I can well remem~ 
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ber some meetings mother had, 
when there was only the k.tchen 
and bedroom downstairs, and two 
rooms upstairs. It was sometimes 
rather crowded, but there was al- 
ways a way ‘ot getting along. 
When it was time to eat, some of 
the ladies had to crowd into 
the bedroom, some upsvairs and 
others in the stairway, in order 
to make room for the table. Tnis 
was stretched to its limit kitty- 
corner across the room, and set 
_ with dishes that we chi:drea had 


'- gone to the neighbors to borrow 


for the occasion, Everyene had 
_to sit up to the table to eat and 
it wasn’t just sandwiches, cae, 
cookies, and coffee, but potatoes, 
‘meat, sauce, lefse, and other dish- 
es as well. There was a great deal 
~ of opposition when this method 
of serving was discontinued, as 
’ many thought it quite an onirage 
to have visitors come into thcic 
homes and be expected to cat 
. from plates held on their laps. 
« When the change was first made 
the plates and food were usually 
passed around, but now every- 
thing is usually placed on a table 
and they all help themselves. No 
one is supposed to serve more 
_ than sandwiches, cake, cookies, 
pickles, and coffee now, so it is 
quite a simple matter to ‘entertain 


* compared with the earlier years 


of the organization. 


The programs have always 


E been of a devotional nature with 


Scripture Reading and Prayer and 
usually either a short talk or rea~ 
the pastor and hymn 
singing by the audience and 


4» pometimes a reading by some 
*. member of the Aid, The Pastor 


_ always had charge of the meet- 
| ings until Nov, 13, 1929, at a 
. meeting held at the John Vikdal 
’ home when Rev. H. M. Finstad 
~ announced that the president sho- 
wld preside thereafter, 
- Haugen was president at the time, 
so she started that practice. 


The secrciary’s report was nev- - 
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until it was decided at a business °° 4) ©. 


meeting held at the Mrs. Sena”. 


Haugen De Foe home Oct. 21, 
1924, that the secretary’s report 
be read at each meeting, Mrs, 


Grover Johnson was elected sec- — 
retary at this meeting and she aiso’ 


Started entering the reporis in 
English. Before that cverything 
was written in Nor weglan lang- 
age. 
Meetings 


have Beinn been 


held tvery other Weanesday aft-— 


ernvon, except during ihe Werld 
War when it was decided at a 


meeting: held March 6, 1918, at 


the Mikkel Njos home, that the 


meetings should be held on ‘Thur- 
sday aiternoon. This was because ” 


the American Food Adminstration 


designated Wednesday as wheat- 9. 


less day, At a meeting held Nov. 


14, 1917, at the Otie G. Otteson ‘ 


home, it was decided that no meat 


or cookies: should be included in |. - 


the lunch while the war lasted. 

It was also during the World 
War that we began using the 
English language. Until that time 


Norwegian was used altogether, — 


but since it has been mostly Eng- 
lish. It was decided at an annual 
1928, at the 
should be decided by the hostess, 
and most of them prefer the Eng- 
lish. 

During the thirty-six years sin- 
ce the Ladies’ Aid was re-organ~ 
ized $7,841.93 have been taken in. 
This makes an average of $217.83 
a year, Of this amount, $1431.34 


-have been used to pay expenses 


in connection with the local chu- 
rch. One of these expenses was 
the purchase of the Alter painting 
“Jesu Korsfostelse’’ at the cost of 
$71.45. It was for the purpose of 
helping the home congregation 
that the Ladies’ Aid was first or~ 
gvanized, and after the interests of 
the local congregation were taken 


care of, it was up to the members - 


business meeting held Oct. 25, 
Ingeberg Gordon © =~ 
home that the language to be used .. 
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of the Ladies’ Aid to decide what 
otner organizations within the 
church they wished to help. 
Mission work both at home and 
abroad has been the outstanding 
interest of the Ladies’ Aid as $2- 
415.32 have been used for this 
purpose. $806.73 
have- been sent to the budget and 
$401.79 to local charity, that is. 
glits of money to people in our 
own community. $784.27 have 
been used for local expenses of 
the Ladies’ ‘Aid. Other gifis are: 
Aase Haugen Home at Decorah, 


SOT Oe oc hatates VEIL Ta devo U! $395.33 
‘Beloit Orphans Home, Beloit, 
a TR RRS LAGS A Pee SM, at 4 225.09 
Persie Sane en's 135.19 
Deaconess’ Home --.-~--- 95.00 
St Thomas T. B. Hospital in Min- 
Sars a) 1 ea aS Ra aa Sn 60.00 
For flowers placed on caskets 
SESS REE 105 SEE AT aa ee 53.50 
EET UI Ne cies cio nis Sw eo 34.00 
SSUDEILOUCEL . adem emawcced 25.00 
For mission work at Camp Dodge 
CS a: 3 oR nee 25.00 
Mission Box Dept. ------ 3:3.80 
SM ds Oo 6) Es 9 40.00 
+ Seamans Mission ~-.-.-.-.. 12.00 
MESCUE TIONS oo. kaa g 10.00 
ba LB or MELEE | i, pa 10.00 
Crago Rell) eaunees too 18.00 
Thank Offering Dept. _____-_ 32.44 


Other gifts sent away include 
27 quarts of sauce sent to Beloit 


' Orphan’s Home at Beloit, Iowa 


in 1919, 21 dressed chickens were 
sent to the Aase Haugen Home 
at Decorah, Iowa, for Christmas 
in 1923, and 13 dressed chickens 


» in 1924. 


In 1924 a package was sent to 
the Rescue Home in Minneapolis. 
This included 11 sheets, 12 pairs 


of pillowcases, 11 towels and 4 
—_ washcloths. 


In 1932 individual gifts of night 
gowns and night shirts were sent 
to the inmates of the Aase Haugen 
Home for Christmas. These were 
made by some of the members of 


the Ladies’ Aid and Martha Miss- 


jon, « - 
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In 1933 a Thanksgiving gift” 4) 4 
56 quarts of canned fruit, made 
by members of the Ladies’ A | 
was sent to the Aase Haugen ay 
Home. These gifts, although they j 
do not require much effort on our © 
part, mean a great deal to the © 
institutions that receive them,’ : ~ 

The first distribution of miss. 
ion boxes, so far as I can learn 
trom the records, was at a meeting 
held at the Mrs. Sigrid Otteson 
home, July 11, 1906. There is no 
record of the amount collected — 
in those bores nor any further — 
mention of mission boxes being 
distributed until April 27, 192], 
when $43.00 was taken in. This 
is the largest amount collected 
through the Mission Box, ee 
' The first sale recorded was held 
September 29, 1920, and brought 
in $136.90. This is the largest sale 
recorded although there are five 
other sales of over $100.00 eash, 

The most money taken in any 
year was in 1929-30 when $467.47 
was taken in, Mrs. Ed Hougen 
Was president that year, and also 
the following year, when we have 
the largest expenses recorded, 
having paid out $535.00 during 
the year. 

In 1932 a kitchen was built onto 
the Hall the expense being shared” 
by the Aid-and Luther League. 


JANUARY 1, 1938 


Since this history was written sev- 
eral changes have taken place. Two 
of our charter members have died. 
Mrs, Sigrid ‘Otteson died Feb. 17, 


j 
i 
{ 


~1938, and Mrs. Synnove Attleson 


died July 12, 1938, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Andrew ven Otteson who lived 
in the home where our Ladies’ Aid 
was organized have both passed 
away and their home is now occup- 
ied by their three children, Gilbert, | 
Olga and Aurthur. Mrs. Andrew 
(Dena) Otteson died Feb. 13, 1938, 
ae Andrew G. Otteson died Oct. 2, 
Since January 1, 1937, all babies 
baptized in the congregation have 
been enrolled in the Cradle Roll, So 
far eighteen babies ha been en- 


Milt in 


Ss tablet 
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rolled. 

The annual business meeting was 
changed so that instead of having it 
the first meeting in Octcber, we now 
have it the first meeting in Dec. 

The largest expense recorded was 
in 1930-31 when $535.00 was paid 
out during the year. Now the largest 
expense is recorded in 1937-38, 

Mrs. Synnove Attleson has held 
an office in the Ladies’ Aid one- 


| third of the time since it was re- 


organized having held office 12 yrs. 
out if the 36, She was president one 
year, secretary Six years, and treas- 
urec five years. Mrs. Halvor Flat- 


fjord comes next with seven years 


as an officer, and Mrs. Bertha Jer- 
dee six years. Mrs, Jerdee has been 
president oftener than any other 
member--except Mrs. Heltne who 
‘served ei ht years--having five yrs. 
to her credit. Her mother, Mrs. 
George Oteson, comes next with four 
years as president so that together 
they have served nine years--one- 
fourth of the time since the organ- 
ization was started. 

To Mrs. Martin Nelson goes the 
distinction of having entertained the 
Ladies’ Aid oener than anyone 
else--having 33 meetings to her cre- 
dit. Mrs. Synnove Attleson comes 
next with 32 meetings and Mrs. 
Andrew Throndson third with 29 
meetings. 

Mrs. Maud Thompson holds the 
distinction of having entertained the 
meeting which brought in the big- 
gest collection recorded in the books, 


This was just a re ular meeting held 


at the Hall, July 1, 1926, and the 
.collection was $17.35. Mrs. Synnove 
Attleson comes second with a col- 
lection of $17.05 taken in at 2 meet- 
ing held at her home March Q, 1927 
and Mrs, Paul Sanderson third with 
a collection of $15.45 taken in at a 


} _ meeting at her home March 11, 1925, 


In going through the records for 


. the first five years, I find that some 


of the credit for the success of the 
Ladies Aid must go to the men. Some 
of them were very faithful in at- 
tending the meetings showing their 
interest, in their willingness to hitch 
up the horses, and going along ‘to 
drive, so the women could attend as 
often as possible. George Otteson 
attended 63 out of a possible 112, 


Mrs. 
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Torkel Atteson 58, Peter Ellestad 


he 


Johnson 39, Knut Snethun 34, and 


Jetmund Anderson 30, Others were — 


so eee 


4, i 


mentioned quite frequently but not ¢ 


as seb hapath s 
above. 

When we see how much good has 
been done with the money taken in, 
we can not help but feel that the 
faithful work and the efforts put 
forth by both the men and the 
women have been very much worth- 
while. 
when $541.60 was paid out. This 
large expense was partly due to the 


as those mentioned . 


installation of a bathroom at the ~ 


parsonage. 

Members added to the Ladies’ Aid 
since 1905 include: 
Mrs. Albertine (Otie) Otteson 
Mrs. Bertha (Ole) Jerdee 
Mrs. Kristina (John) Jerdee ee 
Mrs. Andrina (Joe) Nystel ‘ 
Mrs. Torbjor (Mikkel) Nios 
Mrs. Gertude (Alfred) Uglum 
Mrs. Benta (Ole) Jacobson 
Mrs, Martha (Knut) Peterson 
Mrs, Olaf Wangensten 
Mrs. Betsy (Knut) Kjarvik 
Mrs. Annetta (James) Otteson | 
Mrs. Anna( Andrew) Otteson 
Mrs. Anna (Andrew) Anderson | 
Mrs. Brita (Halvor) Flatjord 
Mrs. Geargina (Jacob) Urness 
Mrs. Anna (Ludvig) Malheim 
Mrs. Carrie (Chris) Uglum 
Mrs. C. P, Heltne 
Mrs. Hannah (Ed) Johnson 
Mrs. Maud (Ole) Thompson 
Mrs. 
Mrs, 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 


Betsy (Ed) Haugen 
Sena Haugen De Foe 
Stena (Andrew) Nystel 


Pete Jacobson 

Gertude (Bert) Douglas 
Andrena (Sjur) Attleson 
J. A. Erickson: 

Clara (Lars) Sanderson 
Cora (F. W.) Nelson 
Josie (Grover) Johnson — 
Erik Slindee 

Sigrid (Paul) Sanderson 


Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs, 
Mrs, 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 


Mary (Nels) Halvorson 
Mary (Ed) Attleson 

Clara (Iver) Njos 
Bertha (Sjur) Sanderson. 
Cora (Clarence) Oaugen 
H. M. Finstad 

Trena (Alvie) Flatjord 


Johnnah (Halvor) Christenson — 


Ingeborg (John) Vikdal, > * 


Tom Johnson ye 
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Mrs. Hannah (Olaf) Flatjord 
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Mrs. Bernice (Theodore) Haugen 


Mrs. Edith (Alfred) Jacobson 


Mrs. Jeanette (Halvor) Nelson 
Mrs. Sigrid (Hans) Ronnie 


The Luther League 


CRANE CREEK LUTHER LEAGUE 


The second organization that was 
organized in the parish was the Lut- 
her League which was brought 
life by Rev, Otto Mostrom of which 


-* the: first meeting was held in the 
© year 1904, 


The aims of the Luther League is 


- first, Especially to awaken and nou- 
2 rish the spiritual 


life among the 
young, also to broaden and enable 
this interest for all that is good in 
life, and thus develop a harmonious 
Christian Character. 

Second, To stimulate its members to 


>. a greater and more systematic work 
for the building up of the Kingdom 


of God, at home and abroad, 


_ Third, To foster the spirit of unity 
-.and church loyality among its mem- 
' bers. For several years after it was 
organized the Luther League met on 
Sunday afternoons at the various 


homes within the parish. Later it 
began meeting on Sunday evenings 


10. 


Mrs. Anna (Henry) Halvorson 
Mrs Ella (John) Gordon 
Mrs. Claretta (Alfred) Vikdal 


about two times each month. 
ine of cers decided upcn ta taker 


charge of the meetings were: a pre- * 


sident, a vice president, a secrete 
and a treasurer. These officers and» 
other committees elected 


% 


a> 
<s 


were iO 


serve six months. This length of time , 
has .been changed to twelve months.” 


In addition to thes officers, a pro- 


gram committee consisting of two to. 


four members were chosen to arr- 


ange programs for the Luther Lea- : 
gue meetinis. For any special events. 
additional committees were to be 


elected. | 

The programs rendered at these 
meetings usually opened with the 
singing of a hymn, which was fol- 
lowed with a Scripture reading and 
a prayer by the pastor, Various read- 


-ings and musical numbers revealing 


Christ and His work, constituted the 
remainder of the program. The me- 
eting closed by singing the 5th Dox- 
ology and reading the Lord’s Prayer 
in unison. A fellowship hour follow~ 
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“ 


ed the program, part of which time 


was spent in playing games, At the 
close of the afternoon or evening, 
luch was served to everyone present. 

Since the Crane Creek hall was 
built meetings have been held at 
the hall in the same pattern as they 
had been known in the past when 


.they were held at the homes of the 


a 7) 


parishers. Meetings are held every 
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two weeks. and the society has a | 
membership of about forty for 1942 © 


in which year the following were: 
its officers; President, Thelma Gor- 
don; Vice president, Andrew Nystel, 
Jr.; Secretary, Percival Johnson; 
Treasurer, Gilbert Otteson. 


THe CRANE CREBK CHOIR 


( RANE CREEK CHOIR 


The first choir to be organized was 


by Rev. Mostrom in 1904, and the 
choir has always been a part in the 
Luther League, In the year 1942 the 
following were members of the choir 
Mrs. Halvor Nelson, Ole Sanderson, 
Mrs. Iver Njus, Arthur Gordon, Om- 
ar Nystel, Thelma Gordon, Micheal 
Njus, Geneva Nystel, Stella Gordon, 
Andrew Nijstel, Jr., Jeanne Halver- 
son, Ardline Halverson, Sjur Vikdal, 
Clifford Anderson, Rev. Torgeson, 
Mrs. Grover Johnson was pianist, 


LUTHERAN DAUGHTERS OF THE 


oe 


REFORMATION 


The Lutheran Daughters of the 
Reformation were organized August 
23, 1941 by Rev. T, Orlin Torgeson 
at the Crane Creek hall. At the first 
meeting there were only five mem-_ 


bers, They were: Jeanna Halverson, 


Ardline Halverson, Anna Mae Hal- 
verson, Mavis Sanderson, and Char- 
lene Gordon. The first meeting con- 
sisted of Scripture reading, songs, 
and Rev. Torgeson explained what 
the organization meant, The mem- 
bers also decided to hold monthly 
meetings. Rev. Torgeson brought up 
the fact that the members had to pay 
‘yearly dues amounting to fifteen 
cents;.five of which would go to the 
district and ten to the organization 
headquarters, Ten cents were to be 
payed regularly at each meeting if a 


member attended. The officers elect- 
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ettafter 10- 


~* be sold In the fall. 
~ _ There were some who were op- 


vai war: 


Sed 


“ed at the meeting for the coming 
year were: President, Jeanna Hal- 
“verson; Vice President, Mavis Send- 
erson; Secretary, Aridine Halve’s:n. 
’ Treasurer, Charlene’ Gorson. The 


. os z Tre Luther: n Daughters of the Reformation 


‘Secretary-Treasurer. Meetings were 
here held every other Wednesdoy 


’ afternoon from one until four o’clock 


-- and everyone was busy during 


_, those hours except during the dovot- 


SGRRIN PERIOG os hoo fee 
» ..All. ‘members, when Joining “the 
Ladies’ Aid, paid 25 cents and there- 
rents. per meeting. This 
money wos used jin buying material 
for. making. aprons, men’s shirts, 
_. quilts and pillowcases to be sold at 
“the annual sale or baazar, Knitting 
needles were also kept busy making 
mittens, stockings and sweaters to 


—— om 


ee ee 


posed to this organizatlon and called 
it a “sladreforening”, but In spite 


. D es | 
organization decided to elect’ three) 
advisory members to assist them ing 
their work, They were: Mrs. G 
Jchnson, 
“irs. sjur Sanderson, 


Sain 


Mrs. Helvor Nelson, 


of hardships ond opposition, ‘these’ 


ladies made enough garments so that. 


in the fall. of the year they had their 
first auction sale at the Peter Ell-. 
estod Johnson home. They gathered: 
at the Johnson home for dinner, af-- 
ter which the sale was held out on. 
the layn. The auctioneer was And- 
rew Tompson (Myr Andres!) a bro- 
ther of Ole A. Tompson. Mrs. Butler. 
Vikdal,_ in telling about this sale 
said, “I don’t remember much about. 
the Sale, men eg huksa det at han 
far kjpte ei halve thoasnelda og 
betalte fem og tredive cent fro (I 
don’t remember much about the sale, 
but | remember that father bought’ 
a half spool of thread and paid 35c 
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The objectives of the society are: 
lst. Tio lead the young women to 
know Jesus Christ as their Savior 
2nd. To be a means throvgh which 
their religious life may tind ex- 
pression. 
3rd. To acquaint them and train 
them for Christian’ service in the 
church, 
4.n. 10 unite the societies of the 
younger women into cooperative ef- 
forts for work in the church. 
~ Yhe L.D.R. flower is the forget- 
me-not. The legend of this tiower, 


m relates back to one day when God 


came to the garden of unnamed flo- 
wers and whispered to each its name 
Another day He came back and 
flower its name. The 
liowers at answered excepting a 
little blue flower, which repuied: 
“Tl was concerned wih your glury 
the day you gave me my name that 
1 tergot my name.” God answered, 
“Horget-me-not. 

We as L. D, R. girls try to be 
like this little flower-so concerned 
with Gtd’s. glorifying His name, 


| that we forget our own selves and 


our own name, 

The Lutheran Daughters of the 
Reformation, the Auxiliary of the 
Women’s Missionary Federation of 


} the Norwegian Lutheran Church of 


America is an organization of the 
younger women of the church. This 
organization is not a new one. In 
almost every Lutheran school such 
organizations rae found. The L.D.R. 
are the first organizatiion within 
the Lutheran Church to place Jewsh 


Missions on their precribed list of . 


projects. 
Miss Rebecca Millunchick a_re- 


_presentative of the organization a- 


mong the Jews took up her work 
in Brooklyn, N. Y. in Sept. 1937. 
Other projects are the Bethany In- 
dian Missions at Wittenburg, Wis. 
Home Findings uhder the Board of 
Charities, added support to the two 
Missions stations at Teller and Igloo, 
Alaska. 

Members who have entered since 


the day it was organized are: Stella 


“Margaret Jerdee. # 
The Crane Creek Lutheran Chu-| °°. 


Gordon, Thelma Gordon, Geraldine 
Gordon, Lola Mae Johnson. | 


rch since 1942. 


CRANE CREEK LUTH. CHURCH 


1941-1951 


and 


The present membership of Crane 


Creek Church stands at 244 baptized 
members. We know that the children 


of our farms no longer stay at home | 


as they used to when so much of 
the work was done by hand. For this 
reason the membership of any ru- 
ral congregation faces a steady drop 
in the years ahead. We try to teach 


that the children should find their ~* 


living in the soil but there are too 
many who shorter hours and easy 


money in town too strong a pull. ' 


Our average year reports 6 bap- 
tism to 4 funerals and at this rate 


we are just keeping pace with the © 


present level of membership. 


On Sunday June 21 of 1942 Crane. ~ 


Creek Congregation celebrated its 
75th Anniversary. A special booklet 


was written by Pastor T. O. Tor-. 


gerson and other extensive prepara- . 
tions were made for that day. For-) ~: 
mer Pastors were invited back to .°)« 


speak again, and officials of the 
Church were present to help the 
congregaton recall its past with all 
those blessings. and also to turn the 


eyes of the congregation toward the |. 


future with all the growing respon- 
sibilities it would face. 


Pastor Torgerson resigned from 
his work due to poor health. On 
July 18, 1948 Pastor Bjorlie was 
installed as the pastor of the Crane 
Creek, Immanuel, and St. Olaf Con- 
gregations. 


It was a joy to the new pastor 
to receive a new car from his par- 
ish as a special gift that first year. 


aM 

The Lydia Ladies of Crane Creek 
Church started giving a Smorgaas- 
berd as a fall Church supper in 
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»* 1949. The pastor’s wife explained 


the work that needed to be done 
and the ladies worked very hard 
to make it a success, That first 
supper did a lot to bring friends to- 


gether for good fellowship and also. 


brought over $400.00 into the tre@as- 
ury. Each year has seen an improve- 
ment in the church and the Hall as 
a result of the work of the Ladies 
Aid. In 1950 the congregation brou- 
ght a special Christmas present for 
the Church, a new Hammond Elec- 


-tric Organ. The Ladies’ Aid bought 


$600.00 worth of new carpeting; and 
new cathedral lighting fixtures were 
installed that year. Services are held 
every other Sunday with an average 


attendance of 160. The Congrega- 


tions income in 1950 including the 


Ladies Aid, Luther League, Chair, 
‘and Brotherhood came to $6,307.00. 


The Congregation conducts a Bible 
School each Saturday morning dur- 
ing the school year together with 
Immanuel Church in Saude. There 
are 4 teachers who, together with 
the Pastor, teach 53 children the 
Word of God. 


One night the men from St. Olaf 


Church in New Hampton came out: 


-to the Hall to help the men from 


Crane Creek set up a Brotherhood. 


— Since 1944 20 to 30 men have contin- 


ued to meet once each month. They 
have a devotional program, practi- 
cal farm topics. musical numbers, 
Ladies nights. and an annual Father 
and son banquet, 


In 1950 ‘the Luther -League sent 


. 3 of its young members to the In- 


ternational Convention in Saskatoon, 

Canada. It was a real inspiration 

for these young people to come back 

from this 4,000 mile trip and share 

their experiences with their friends. 
PART Ill 


Ba ta - The Crane Baptist Church 


The third house of worship which 
was“erected in..Jacksonville Towns- 
hip was the Crane Creek Baptist 
Church located one mile east and 


Page. 77 — a 
. ? : Pe Ss P 
two miles south of Jerico in the 
year 1885. a 2 
First Baptist Services” a 


The first Baptist services were~) 


held occasionaly in tents at the Old ( 
Jacksonville where Hazzard Green $e 


the builder of that town was the’! A: 
preacher, he was not an ordained Te 
Minister and the early Baptist set- Rea 


tlers were not organized. 


1858 


In the year 1858 a Baptist con- i 
gregation was organized by Mr. and — =} 


Mrs, H. H. Shatfer. 
John Shaffer, Mr. and Mrs. Francis 


Dane. Mr John Davidson, Mr. H. ” 
Markel, Mrs. John Badchley with 
Rev. J. C. H. Miller as minister. © 
A school house standing on the lot x 
where later the church was erected | 


Crane Creek Bavtist Cnurch 
18*5-1900 


was used for their services. 
1885 


In the year 1885 Mr, W. G. Shaf-— 


fer donated three-fourth of an acre 


Mr. and Mrs.’ * 


one, mile east and two miles south >. 


oe 


and a few rods east of Jerico to be * 
used for the erection of a Baptist — 


Church. The house of worship was 
erected: at a cost of $2500. It was 


a little frame building with plain © 


white walls inside but a place to 
offer praise and worship td God. 


The erection of the church was a _ 


great sacrifice by the early settlers. 
Ministers of the Church 


The first minister was Rev. G. G. 
H. Miller, his successors were as 


follows: Rev. Brown, Rev. T. Sher- . |” 
man, Rev, T. C. Brikes, Rev. J. A. . 


Laphen, Rev. I.. W. Edson and the 
last Rev serving the congregation 
was Rev. W. Brinch. 


1890-1900 


Up to the year 1890 the number 
of souls who were members of the 
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Leaders of the Crane Creek Church 
Top row: Nels Haiverson, Iver Njus, Clarence Gordon, Rev. T. O. 
Torgeson. Bottom: John J. Attleson, Andrew Throndson, Halvor 
Flatjord, Andrew Nystel, Edward Gordon, Alfred Vikdal. Picture 
was taken in 1942 | | 
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| Emanuel Church Saude 
. Served by the Pastor of Crane 
Creek Luth.Church. 
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Tke Saturday School 
Crane Creek Luth. Church 


The Crane Baptist Church 


congregation were in the neighbor- 
hood of sixty. Since that time a 
gradual decrease took place, most 
members moving to New Hampton 
where a new congregation was dis- 
organized and in 1920 the property 
was scld at public auction to Ole 
Thompson for $350 who moved the 
building on his farm which was 
used for some time as a dance hall. 


BAPTIST CEMETERY 


Burials of Baptist were first made 
up on the hill east of Mrs. Anna 
Olson residence later the graves 
were moved on the corner where 
the cemetery is now located, one of 
the oldest graves found there is that 
of Anna, wife of Sammual Johnson 
who died in Feb. 1859. 


Secred Heart Church 


At the Sacred Heart Church at 
Reilly Ridge in the years from 1867 
to 1951 620 baptismen have been 
recorded and marriages in the years 
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The Lutheran Daughters of the Reformation 


Af 


Baptist Cemetery Today 


of 1867 to 1951 132 marriages have 
been performed there were more 
as the records are not complete. 
Burials from 1900 to 1951 were 67 
in number. In February 1921 a choir 


Crane Creek Luth. Church 


was organized by Father Manter- 
nach and in June 1932 the first High 


Mass was sung in St. Patrick church 
Jcrico. 
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FINAL CHAPTER 

Jerico and Jacksonville township 
done also their share in fighting 
in the Second World War. Many 
boys were drafted an one Jerico boy 
made the supreme sacrifice. Tech. 


Tech. Sgt. Stanley Johnson 


Sgt. Elver Stanley Johnson was 


New Bridge at Jerico 


kiiied in action in Cicily, Aug. 4, 
1943. He was born near Jevico on 
JULY of77-1016; the.son: of.-Mr.: and 


Mrs. Tom Johnson and received his 
education at the public school of 
Jacksonville later working on a farm 
near Jerico and Minn. On Feb, 7, 19- 
ad was 


41, he enlisted into the army 
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Mr. and Mrs. Jeff A. Knutson their Wedding Day 
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sent from Fert Snelling to Fort 
Washington and from there to Fort 
Ord, Calif. and on Aug. 25, 1942 he 
was sent from Camp Pickett, Vir. to 
the North African area. On Aug. 5, 
1942 he was united in marriage to 


Sle Paul F. Flatjord 


Bertha Werner of New Hampton. 
Memorial services were held at Cr- 
ane Creek church Sunday Sept. 12, 
1943. Other boys of which we have 


pictures were Donald Knutson, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Jeff A. Knutson 


who entered the Navy Feb. 13, 1942 
and Paul F. Flatjord son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Alvin Flatjord. 


WHAT WAR DID TO THE COMM. 


During the second world war ma- 
ny young people or those who were 
not called into service went forth 
where there were shorter hours and 
better pay than on the farm. sev- 
‘eral of those boys who had served 
in the war or were employed other- 
wise never rettrned to the home 
community or to farming, now there 
is many boys married and living in 
New Hampton and Waterloo who 
formerly made their living on farm- 


Page 384 


ing in the Jerico community. 


A WONDERFUL PEOPLE 


The ten pioneer families expelled 
by the Indians at Yanktown, S. Dak. 
and who made the settlement of Jer- 
ico left a fine stock of people, .a 
good Americans and good neigh- 
bors and all the others Ivish, Ger- 
mans and Yankee’s built a comm- 
unity worth calling the best in the 
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